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         Diary Dates 
                  

 
 

March 

                             
4th  - Division Swimming Carnival 
6th   - Leadership Badge    
     Ceremony 2pm 
11th  - Labour Day (Public Holiday) 
19th  - School Photos 
25th - 29th - Year 5/6 Camp 

 
 
            Rescorla Avenue Parking: 

Camp meeting 
This week the 5/6 team held a camp meeting to 
inform parents regarding the requirements and 
schedule for camp. Over 100 children are 
attending ’Camp Weekaway’ in week 9 of this 
term. Laura Rawlins and her team are busily 
making preparations to ensure the camp is a 
successful and rewarding experience. If you have 
any further concerns please contact Brett Speed/
Laura Rawlins. 

 

LSL 
Next week I will be on Long Service Leave until 
Friday. Justin Mackay will be in charge with 
support from Brett Speed and Geoff Gowans. Any 
concerns please direct them to Justin until my 
return.  
 

Peer Mediation 
Michael Jenkins and Lenis Quigg ran our Peer 
Mediation training on Thursday. The school 
captains Phoebe Phillips and Sam Harward and 
my assistants (Isaac Spruit, Robbie Vosmansky, 
Mackenzie Grant and Sarah Jones) were also 
involved in the training. This year I am expanding 
my assistants role to encompass overseeing 
wellbeing/welfare in the school. They will also be 
known as the welfare captains supporting our 
wellbeing values program throughout the school. 
I attended part of the session yesterday and was 
so pleased to see the 2019 peer mediators 
engaged and taking their new role seriously.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Regards, 
Palma Coppa 
Principal 

Working Bee 
Approximately 40 
members of our 
school community 
including parents, 
children and staff 
members participated 
enthusiastically in warm conditions to enhance our 
beautiful environment at Dorset PS. Garden beds 
which are important to our SAKG Program were 
weeded, mulch spread on to existing garden beds, 
paths swept and rubbish collected.   
On behalf of our school community, I would like to 
thank all these volunteers who gave up their time to 
support our school. The adults in attendance were 
especially impressed with the efforts of the children 
who participated actively as part of the team. 
A special thankyou to the parents who organised 
the scrumptious BBQ meal at the conclusion of the 
working bee. Greatly appreciated. 
Working bees are a terrific community building 

activity and we look forward to organising a number 

of these throughout the year to further enhance our 

school environment for the benefit of our students. 

Geoff Gowans 

Working Bee Coordinator 

Parking 
Dear parents, 
Please be mindful of the parking situation outside 
the front of the school. During before school drop 
off (8:00am-9:15am) a designated no parking area 
is enforced by Maroondah Council.  
All parents are encouraged to drop off students 
without exiting the vehicle to avoid council 
penalties.  
Where possible, enter through Kaneira Avenue, drop 
off students and then exit via Dumosa Avenue. This 
will hopefully ease congestion, allow for smoother 
flow of traffic and create a safer space for the 
families within our community to enter and exit the 
school. 
Incorrect use of the designated area or extended 
parking within may incur fines. 
Please note: Dorset PS has been allocated 5 disabled 
parks. 4 of them are located in the staff car park, 
whilst the 5th is situated at the front of the school. 
Several families access these spots so please ensure 
you are mindful of others that may require the 
space. All permits need to be clearly displayed.  
Alternate parking areas are situated on Prospect Hill 
Road and the court areas within (Pinetree Close, 
Gumtree Close, Como Close and Tara Close). Please 
take note of all signage, as there are “no stopping” 
zones within these areas too. 
Thanks, 
Brett Speed 
Assistant Principal 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

Please see article ‘Parking’ (right) for 
more details. 



School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

STUDENTS OF THE 
WEEK 

 

Maddy Brown 
Hazel Evans 
Cameron Mcmillan 
Mia Colling 
Tayla Barker 
Erin Ryan 
Jensen North 
Cooper Lancaster 
Clancy Simmons 
Keira Taylor 
Jack Williams  
Jemima Molesworth 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
Breakfast Club is on in the staffroom every morning before school. Students from all year levels 
love to attend and have some toast and a milo before they go to class. With the increasing 
number of students attending we are in need of some more supplies. Bread and margarine 
donations are always more than appreciated! We are happy to accept any bread, 
Woolworths and Coles brand sandwich/toast bread is perfect. The children also love their 
milo and jam or vegemite. If you would like to make a donation please hand it in to the office. 
We are so appreciative of your support as it allows us to continue this before-school club.  

BIRTHDAYS 

 
Jake Garrity 
Nikayla Daly 
Liam Martin 
Cooper Ryan 
Mia Colling 
Ave Perry-Pivac 
Vivian Chen 
Willow Gillespie 
Lily Brown 
Ella Cotter 
Archer Smith 

Jasmine Earl 
Travis Dyer 
Siara Allen 

Asha Oldham 
 

CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE 
Dave’s Chaplaincy Mission Statement 
“Take time to CARE.” 
Compassion  Connection  –  Golden Rule 
Attentive   Available   –  Being heard is the beginning of healing 
Reconciliation  Relationships –  Making things right 
Empower   Encourage  –  A safe place to try 
Take time to CARE 
As a chaplain, I’ve worked at nine schools over the years. Based on these experiences, I’ve developed an 
understanding of what values the role of Chaplaincy required. To help myself remember, I wrote a simple 
memory device. It helps me stay focused each day as I serve Dorset.  
“Take Time to CARE” – that’s my chaplaincy mission statement.  
Take Time reminds me to slow down and observe what is going on around me. Today may have special 
needs. The person I am talking to may have something deeper going on. 
CARE reminds me to show: Compassion, Attentiveness, Reconciliation, Empowerment 
Having this memory device helps me do my job. In fact, it helps me live a better life!  
Do you have a mission statement? What are the values you live by? Remarkably, the boundaries created by 
a clear mission statement become freeing and empowering in time. Boundaries tell you and others who you 
are and who you are not. A mission statement gives you permission to say no and encouragement to say 
yes. 
To start, here are a few good questions: 
What character traits do I value most in others and want to see in myself?  
When do I best demonstrate these values? When do I not? 
What do I need to change to always live this way? 
Where do I need to focus my attention? 
What words define this journey? 
Write a statement.  
Over the rest of this term, the Chaplain’s Chat is going to explore my mission statement. Perhaps it will help 
you develop yours! 
Next Week: Compassion 

Tara Bryant 
Hayley Thompson 

Austin Strahan 
Cooper Davison 

Meg Flaus 
Tyler Williams 
Jack Higgins 
Elijah Hunt 

Glory Sang Pi 



SAKG GARDEN 
Hello from the Garden, 
The girls have finally arrived! 
We now have 6 new additions to our wonderful 
school (with 2 more arriving in a week or 2). 
The chickens are settling in and adapting to school 
life well with help from the children. As our 
chickens are nameless at the moment, we will be 
having a naming competition (as soon as the other 
2 arrive). There have been many interesting 
suggestions already. 
Over the past 2 weeks the children have been very 
busy planting vegetable seeds, harvesting, 
preparing the chicken coop and emptying the old vegetable boxes to prepare for our 
new big vegetable and herb garden. The children have also planted wheat for the 
chickens, which the chickens are loving. A very busy and productive couple of weeks. 
I would like to thank all of the parents and staff for the positive feedback and support 
I have received .I really do appreciate it. I would 
also like to thank the parents and staff who 
attended the working bee and worked tirelessly 
on a hot afternoon. What an outstanding school 
community we have.  
Kind regards 
Ally 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
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Zucchini Rosti with Horseradish 
Sour Cream 

Charred Corn & Tomato Salsa 
Silverbeet & Herb Raita 

Pita Bread Crisps 

This weeks 
SAKG Menu: 

SPECIALIST CORNER - JUNIOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Hello everyone and welcome back from your summer break. My name is Melanie Blyth and I am a returning teacher to 
Dorset Primary School. I am the new Physical Education teacher for Dorset’s Foundation, Grade 1 and 2 students. The 
Foundation students have been learning new games and developing their fundamental motor skills and I must say they 
have had a wonderful start to their school year. The Grade 1 and 2 classes have also been learning new games and 
practising their basic athletic movements like jumping, leaping and running. The Grade 1 and 2 students have already 
begun the PMP program and this week the Foundation students will be starting their PMP. I would just like to say a big 
thank you to all our parent helpers! Volunteering your time enables us to create an amazing program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Blyth’s Fun Family Weekend Recommendation 
If you don’t know what to do on the weekend that will get bodies moving 

and be fun in the great outdoors give Geocaching a try. What is 

Geocaching? It is an app for your phone which is basically a treasure hunt 

(the app has a free or upgraded version). As well as having fun finding a 

Geocache (treasure) your children will be learning navigation skills by using 

GPS maps, persistence for those tricky geocaches and teamwork. It truly is a 

great activity for everyone and is quite simple to use the app. Give it a 

Google and let me know if you give it a try!  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiow6SxmLLLAhUiHKYKHbCpDgIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Featingwdw.com%2Ffood-and-wine%2F2013-epcot-international-food-wine-festival%2F2013-festival-welcome-center%2F&


If you are worried about 
forgetting your child’s 

envelope on the day you can 
hand it in to the office prior 
to the 19th March and we 

will pass it on for you. 



Music Lessons after school in: 

 Guitar ( from Grade 2 up and great for teachers too!) 
 Uke     (from Grade 2 and up and Great for teachers too!) 
 Singing  ( From age of ten and up) 
 Piano/ Keyboard  Early childhood to adult 
 Theory    ( all ages) 
By Daniel and Donna James 
(both experienced, trained & VIT reg) 
All ages and abilities   
Nervous beginners Welcome! 
We make learning Music Fun! 
Limited Places! 
Call on 0413336248 
 9723 4390 or email at  
danieljames98@hotmail.com 
www.singnstrum.com 

mailto:danieljames98@hotmail.com
http://www.singnstrum.com


 
 
 

MISFIT Theatre Programs 
 
Designed to help develop skills around all aspects of theatre and 
performance, fostering a love of storytelling and play, while 
helping to develop confidence and empowering young people to 
speak up. We provide a fun, inclusive and creative environment. 
 
MISFIT Theatre programs teach many of the aspects of theatre, 
including: acting, singing, dancing, writing, tech, costume /
makeup design and stage techniques/terminology. 
 
Monday nights at EV's H 
MISFIT Mini Me's for 4-8yrs runs 4-4:45pm 
MISFIT Juniors for 8-12 yrs runs 5-6:30pm 
MISFIT UP and Comers runs 7-9pm 
 
We also run a creative writing class fortnightly on a Monday  
5-6:30pm for 12-21 yrs which we would love you to check out 
too. 
 
All our programs are affordable and fun, please get in touch if 
you have any questions  
 
Or fill in an enrolment form here - www.themisfitproject.org.au 
  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themisfitproject.org.au%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3nQMnnXQgsnyoBvcphul93bstiowPYGMLxF15Ei9jJEOeU6s9bv2XjovE&h=AT1m7N8IU2WJQf_kx0kzTdqesiUung64Cj-mBQMcKhtt9CDQMlsLgWTs5HKtYfcQHx2jrHI_nxJPtw4v-NDxsK_H70zZuqGsoPbKWAbg6q7IJ









