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        Diary Dates 
                  
 

                            2018 

 
 
December 
10th  - Expression of interest for   
                5/6 Camp 2019 due 
11th  - Year 7 Transition Day 
13th   - School Council 
14th  - Disco 
17th  - Christmas Concert 
  - 5/6 Christmas Class Parties 
18th  - Grade 6 Graduation 
  - 3/4 Christmas Class Parties 
19th   - Grade 6 Big Day Out 
  - Foundation, Grade 1 & 2     
    Christmas Class Parties 
20th  - Last Day, 1:30pm Dismissal 
  - Meet the teachers 2019 
    11:30am - 12:30pm 
21st  - Curriculum Day  
                 
 
 

                           2019 
 
January  
2nd - 25th - Big Childcare Holiday  
                 Program (see page 5 for  
     details) 
21st  - Bookselling Day  
     8:30am - 3:30pm  
29th   - Curriculum Day 
30th  - Bookselling Day  
     8:30am - 3:30pm  
  - Curriculum Day 
31th  - First day of school 2019  
 

                             

Grade 6 Pancake Morning Tea 
What a fantastic morning tea. The children truly 
enjoyed the morning and their manners were 
impeccable. During this time I got to chat with 
the children and also acknowledge their great 
work as leaders for 2018. I need to thank Yvonne 
Bevan, Karen Cassar, Jamey Beggs, Jason 
Seymour and the entire integration aide team for 
cooking over 250 pancakes. The children were 
given 3 pancakes each with all the trimmings. It 
was a great morning bonding as a cohort. It was 
also a time when each leader received a $10 
voucher in recognition for their work and 
highlighted their greatest moment as a leader. 
The pancake morning tea is a tradition I began 
when I took over as Principal and I am pleased it 
is so well received and something the children 
look forward to each year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transition Xmas Party 

On Thursday 6th December the 2019 Foundation 
children had their final transition session and the 
Xmas party. An amazing time was had by all. The 
children and parents made Christmas art pieces and 
then enjoyed singing Christmas Carols and the party 
food. Thank you to Peter and his 2019 team for 
organising the event. Considering the heat it went 
extremely well. As I commented to the parents 
‘Can’t believe it is already ended! It feels like it just 
began!’ All is now ready for 2019. Letters with 
testing times, start dates and teacher’s name will be 
sent by the last day of school. 
 

Hot Day Timetable 

In an effort to keep the children as cool and as 
comfortable as possible on certain hot days we will 
alter the timetable. Break times will be 11am - 
12pm and in class 2pm - 2:30pm, so as we can have 
the children out during the cooler part of the day. 
The children will be asked to eat a little more at 
11am so as to sustain them until 2pm for their 
“lunch break”. Fruit time will be offered from 12pm 
until 2pm. Can we ask that lunchboxes on hot days 
be packed so the children can eat ‘half’ their lunch 
in the first break. A Flexibuzz notice will be sent out 
so parents are aware of the hot day timetable. 
 

Parent Helpers 

The school would not function as well as it does 
without the constant support and help of our parent 
community. Having the help improves learning 
outcomes for our children and engenders a spirit of 
partnership in their learning journey. As I have 
always mentioned school and home should be a 
partnership to ensure we provide the best learning 
experience for the children. Your help and support is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Specialist Teachers 2019 

Specialist teachers are now ready to be announced: 
Music  - Michael Jenkins 
LOTE (Italian)  - Benito Ricci 
PE  - Junior: Mel Blyth 
  - Senior: Meaghan Carter 
LRC  - Lauren Thorsen 
Science  - Sally Matheou 
Art  - Marnie Blakeman 
Stuart Jones will be on leave for 2019. Thank you to 
Grace Scampton and Mary-Grace Belda for their 
time at Dorset 
 
Regards., 
Palma Coppa 
Principal 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   
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SCHOOL BANKING 
Thank you for your support with school 

banking this year!  
Any Dollarmites tokens that are not 
redeemed this year can be used in 

2019. Happy Holidays!!! 
 

 
 

CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE 
Talking to Children about Death 
I recently had a parent visit asking about talking to their child about 
death. I found some answers and resources at https://
www.grief.org.au/  
Here is an excerpt from their PDF “Children and Grief”: https://goo.gl/
fkZzRC 
Children of primary school age are beginning to understand the concept that death is 
permanent, though younger school-aged children may engage in ‘magical’ thinking, trying to 
outwit death. Due to a limited understanding of death, primary-school aged children may also 
have an increased fear in regards to their own death or feel responsible for the deceased’s 
death.  
Although it is natural to want to protect children from hurt or upset, it is important that you 
take the time to talk and listen to them following the death of someone close. Answer their 
questions about death in an honest and consistent way without glossing over the truth or 
minimising the impact of what has happened by saying that ‘everything is fine’.  
Begin by asking what they already know. Children are more perceptive than we give them 
credit for, and may already have picked up on and formed their own opinion around what has 
happened. When explaining the situation to them, it is important that you tell them the facts 
in a simple and age-appropriate way, e.g. ‘Grandma has died and will not return’. Children 
often take things literally, and saying things like ‘Grandma has gone to sleep’, or ‘Grandma 
went to hospital and isn’t coming home’, can be confusing and lead to unnecessary fears, e.g. 
they may become afraid of going to sleep or visiting hospital. 
Grief is individual and personal, and accordingly children may grieve in ways that are different 
to adults, siblings or schoolmates. Some children are more social and verbally expressive, 
while others are more private and talk less. Some children spend time talking about their 
feelings, while others manage their grief by doing things.  
Offer opportunities for them to maintain links to the deceased through memorialisation and 
connection, e.g. visiting the grave, reflecting on memories and participating in rituals of 
remembrance.  
You won’t be in any position to provide support if you don’t first take 
care of yourself, both physically and emotionally. If you are struggling, 
don’t be afraid to ask for help, whether that be through family, friends 
or health professionals. 
Read the entire PDF: https://goo.gl/fkZzRC 

UNIFORM SHOP:  
HOURS OF OPERATION 

Our on campus uniform shop is open on 
Thursday  afternoon’s  from 2pm - 4pm.  

These hours will remain in place  
until further notice.  

https://www.grief.org.au/
https://www.grief.org.au/
https://goo.gl/fkZzRC
https://goo.gl/fkZzRC
https://goo.gl/fkZzRC


SAKG NEWS - GARDEN 
It’s going to be an amazing year for 
fruit and berries in the garden. After 
their extremely thorough and 
necessary pruning last year the 
berries have bounced back. Netting 
will start soon, as no doubt the local 
birds and possums have noted the 
coming bounty. Abundant crops are 
never wasted. The kilos of berries will 
be frozen and make their way into 
smoothies, muffins, sauces and other delicious recipes throughout the year. 
Likewise, the excess tomatoes, zucchinis and eggplants. So much 
deliciousness to look forward to. 
See you in the garden, Jane. 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAKG ITALIAN DAY 
MENU: 

- Warrigal Greens Pizza 

- Panzanella Salad with 
Bocconcini 

- Chocolate Chip Cookies 

This weeks 
SAKG Menu: 

BIRTHDAYS 

 Angus Dirksen 

Kaiden Listopad 

Grace Roberts 

Emma Goewie 

Tarj Calderwood 

Anabel Ting  

CHOCOLATE DRIVE 
Congratulations to  

Riley Babb-Gardner, Liam Walker 

and Charlee Tooth for each winning 

a $100 voucher after selling an 

entire box of Chocolates! 

If you still have Chocolate money 

outstanding please pay this at the 

office as soon as possible.  

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

In the Chaplain’s office we have our second hand 

uniforms for sale. We are beginning to notice a 

demand in second hand uniforms now that we are 

about to start 2019. Any donations would be 

greatly appreciated and can be handed in to the 

office at any time!  If you would like to purchase 

anything from our second hand uniform the prices 

are as follows: 

Dresses   $10.00 

Bags    $5.00 

Shoes             $10 (Brand New) $5.00 (Second Hand)  

All other items   $2.00 

 

 
 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Khu Pi 

Hayden Zarb 

Noah West 

Taylor Smoors 

Holly Thomson 

Alison Oliver 

Hana Rahmani 

Sean Stanway 

Ashleigh Sherar 

Zac O’Donnell 

Roy Mason 

Charlie Smith 

Elouise Bruce 

Tayla Parsons 

Ariel Rowe 

Meg Flaus 

Natalie Vescio 
Zavier Simmons 

Zahra Davies 
Eva Hough 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
Our Christmas Carols are on Monday 17th 
December! Dinner begins at 5pm and there will be 
a BBQ available. 
Price of food and drinks available to purchase on 
the night are: 
Sausage in bread: $2.00 
Cold Drinks: $1.00 
Chocolates: $1.00 
The carols will begin at 6:30pm and  
finish approximately 8:30pm. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiow6SxmLLLAhUiHKYKHbCpDgIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Featingwdw.com%2Ffood-and-wine%2F2013-epcot-international-food-wine-festival%2F2013-festival-welcome-center%2F&
http://plam1970.blogspot.com/2015_03_01_archive.html











