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       Diary Dates 
 
 
November 
21st   - 40th birthday special  
     assembly 2pm 
28th   - Italian Day  
 
 

December 
11th  - Year 7 Transition Day 
17th  - Christmas Concert 
18th  - Grade 6 Graduation 
19th   - Grade 6 Big Day Out 
20th  - Last Day, 1:30pm Dismissal 
21st  - Curriculum Day  
 
 

 
 

 

Curriculum Day 
Last Monday was an exceptional day 
for the staff in terms of our 
professional learning. Jennifer Small 
(Department Regional Leader) lead 
the day on data analysis. She explored 
with the staff Dorset’s data (reading, 
writing, numeracy and opinion 
surveys) and assisted them to 
understand what it really means and 
how to identify trends. As a staff we 
were very pleased by our 2018 results 
and have made a commitment to 
work towards greater improvement in 
2019. 
 

Sleepover 
The Grade 2 sleepover again was an 
extremely successful event. Sixty-four 
children attended on the night and  
Mr Mackay stated they were all 
asleep by approximately 11pm (a 
great achievement).  A big thank you 
to the parent helpers on the night for 
cooking the BBQ and in the morning 
(6am arrival) to cook the pancakes for 
breakfast. The children really enjoyed 
the experience and I’m sure lots was 
gained in terms of confidence and 
independence. 
 

40th Birthday 
On November the 21st Dorset PS will 
be celebrating their 40th birthday. 
There will be a special assembly (2pm) 
and memories will be shared. If you 
are available to attend please come 
along and celebrate this milestone 
with the school community. 

Healesville  
On Tuesday I got to go with the 1/2’s on 
the excursion. It was wonderful. I found 
it educational and interesting. The Birds 
of Prey Show was both spectacular and 
amazing. For me to be able to be in 
charge of a grade again and be part of 
the experience was reenergising and 
reinforced my passion for providing our 
children with as many experiences as 
possible. If you are able to visit the 
sanctuary I would highly recommend it 
as it is an absolutely beautiful setting 
with lots of valuable learning 
experiences. 
 
Enjoy the weekend. 
 
Regards, 

Palma Coppa 

Principal 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

Notices sent home  Recipient   

 
Grade 6 Graduation  Grade 6 
Grade 6 Jackets 2019  Grade 5 
Italian Day - Gelato  Whole School 
Big Afternoon   Grade 1 



School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
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BREAKFAST CLUB 
Breakfast Club is on in the staffroom every morning before school. 
Students from all year levels love to attend and have some toast 
and a milo before they go to class. With the increasing number of 
students attending we are in need of some more supplies. Bread and 
margarine donations are always more than appreciated! We are happy to accept 
any bread, Woolworths and Coles brand sandwich/toast bread is perfect. The 
children also love their milo and jam or vegemite. If you would like to make a donation 
please hand it in to the office. We are so appreciative of your support as it allows us to 
continue this before-school club.  

UNIFORM SHOP:  
HOURS OF OPERATION 

Our on campus uniform shop is open on Thursday  
afternoon’s  from 2pm - 4pm.  

These hours will remain in place until further notice.  

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 
Digital Technology this term has a major focus on creating and developing games. Students in grades 
Three and Four will work independently to create their own games using the application ‘CodeSpark’. 
During this time, students will be able to design everything – from their sprites to the background 
shown in each level. The students seem to be thoroughly enjoying this unit of work, and I cannot wait 
to see the finished product.  
Our senior students have begun their focus on game development also, with major emphasis on the 
code written within a game. After the initial introduction of code, the students have begun writing 
their own, forming the script needed to produce an interactive game. We have a range of games in the 
works currently, with many unique takes on ‘Flappy Bird, Crossy Road, Alien Invasion and Pokémon Go’ 
currently in development.  
For our younger students, Digital Technology will involve an array of different skill building activities 
using applications such as ‘Scratch Jr and CodeSpark’. These applications enable students to develop 
their 21st century skills using coding and computational thinking (decomposition, pattern recognition 
and algorithmic design). This allows for each student to collaborate with one another and use code to 
build an original story.  
By the end of this term, students in Foundation through to Grade Two 
will be able to understand the importance of code and how to fix 
problems that arise when code is written incorrectly.  
Thank you, Lauren Thorsen 

A WORD FOR WELLBEING 
The following snippet is taken from an article about taking care of yourself. It is from the kid’s helpline 

website and aimed at children. This site has some great wellbeing resources for children and adults. 

LOOKING AFTER YOURSELF 
If you’re juggling lots of things like school, chores, sports and friends - it’s easy to forget to look after 

yourself. You’ve probably heard people talk about having a ‘healthy lifestyle’.  
It involves more than just eating healthy and exercising. 
Please follow the link below to view the complete article. 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/issues/looking-after-yourself 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/issues/looking-after-yourself


SAKG NEWS - GARDEN 

The trees are bearing fruit, the soil is warm and Summer is almost 
upon us. As pictured, last week the Green Thumbs group turned their 
hands to some garden construction. The first of our climbing beans 
have been sown around these lovely frames and some have already 
germinated and are visible above the soil. So that the 3/4s didn’t miss 
out on gardening last week, they all joined me on Tuesday and had 
some time-out from thinking about camp. We had great fun and it’s a 
fantastic indication of their growing maturity and competence as 
gardeners, that up to ten 
groups at once, stepped 
up and worked 
effectively to set the 
garden up beautifully for 
the week. I can’t wait to 
hear about their 
adventures on camp. 
 
See you in the garden, 
Jane. 
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SAKG MENU: 
- Creamy Tagliatelle with  

Kale & Silverbeet 

- Chickpea & Broad Bean Salad 

- Rosemary Shortbread 
 
 

This weeks 
SAKG Menu: 

BIRTHDAYS 

 Last Week: 

Chin Chin  

Juliet Tetlow 

Hiromi Nagami-David 

Noah Frogley 

Nicholas Clavant 

Emily Stokes 

Poppy Rawlins 

Jensen North 

Caitlin Sharp  

 

CHOCOLATE DRIVE 
Please make sure you return any 

monies and unsold chocolates to 

the office as soon as possible. 

Students who have sold an entire 

box of chocolates have received a 

free chocolate as a thank you 

from the school! For every box 

sold you will also receive a raffle 

ticket to go into the draw to be 

one of three lucky winners of a 

$100 voucher! 

   STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
                        - LAST WEEK - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        - THIS WEEK - 

Blake Smith 
Paveleen Sran 

Charlotte Allen 
Shondelle Phillips 

Nic Clavant 
Lucy Bendall 
Mary Gospel 
Rhys Bryant 

Tyson Simcocks 

Khloe Cotter 
Jessica Mang 
Macayla Sadler 
Danielle Murray 
Miranda Dianon 
Justin Van Ro Lian 
Katelyn Houdley 
Bentley Newton 
Madison Beech  

Tamiah Fedat 
Bonnie Murray 
Ashleigh Brown 

This Week: 

Haily Chow 

Zahra Davies 

Ayla Mckenzie 

Taj Hurrell 

Charlie Taylor 

Macayla Sadler 

Dylan Riley 
Sue Liang 

Lara O’Shea 
Ayush Nautiyal 
Chloe Fordham 

Tony Mo 
Matthew Schachter  

Cooper Vella 
Declan Williamson 
Ryan Williams 
Sam Geerling 
Abhya Negi 
James Bielenberg 
Xinghai Li 

Eli Heinen 
Mia Colling 

Justine Geddes  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiow6SxmLLLAhUiHKYKHbCpDgIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Featingwdw.com%2Ffood-and-wine%2F2013-epcot-international-food-wine-festival%2F2013-festival-welcome-center%2F&
http://plam1970.blogspot.com/2015_03_01_archive.html


CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE 
Building A Healthy Family 
The best way to stay fit is to make health a “family affair.”  
There’s nothing harder than trying to stay healthy when the rest of your family is munching on junk food. If you really 
want what’s best for you and your kids, then get everyone on track to a better life.  
Begin by talking about the benefits of a healthier lifestyle. Ask your kids what 
activities they’d like to see you do as a family, like biking or walking, or just running 
and playing in the park. Use the time to plan your first outing.  
Then go through your cabinets and talk about which foods are good and bad for you. 
You’ll have more success if you get your kids excited about eating a better diet, 
instead of just springing it on them at dinner time.  
Most importantly, see that you follow through with your plans.  

CHOIR IN OUR COMMUNITY 
The Dorset Primary School Choir would like to thank the Croydon Gums Kindergarten for hosting us for a very special 
performance. The Choir started their set list with ‘Where You Are’ from the film Moana, before reaching the highs 
notes of ‘Symphony’ by Clean Bandit and Zarah Larsson. They finished with their showstopper ‘Rewrite the Stars’ from 
The Greatest Showman. The choir loved performing to the Kinder, who were an incredible audience. Some Kinder 
students were even family and friends of choir members! Thanks again for having us!  

SAKG—KITCHEN (ITALIAN DAY) 
Welcome back for another week to students and parents.  On November 28, will be Italian Day at Dorset.  In the SAKG 
Kitchen on this day, students will be preparing Tomato Bruschetta.  Students will have 30 minutes for the cooking 
activity before moving on to their next activity.  It would be great to have as many parents/grandparents as possible 
assisting with the cooking activity on this day – your support is always appreciated.  The table below shows the 
schedule for the day. Below are the times for each session. 
9am - 9:30am :  4A    11:30am - 12pm: 5/6F 
9:30am - 10am: 3/4C    12pm - 12:30pm: 5/6E  
10am - 10:30am: 3/4B    12:30pm - 1pm: 5/6D 
10:30am - 11am: 3/4A    1pm - 1:30pm: 5/6C 
Thanks, 
Gregg 














