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Diary Dates

Welcome back

New Foundation Classroom

What a fantastic start to the year. The
children have been so settled and have
launched straight into school life with
vigour and enthusiasm. I need to thank the
teachers for coming in over the holidays to
prepare the rooms so as to ensure a great
start for the children. The rooms look
fabulous and the planning that has gone
into term one is fantastic. 2019 is shaping
up to be a good learning year.

Due to an increase in Foundation numbers the
Banksia room has been reverted once again
into a classroom. Jake Martin has done an
amazing job ensuring the room looks inviting
and stimulating. A ‘new’ foyer with its own
door has been created so as the children can
access the Foundation area directly. If you get
a chance pop in and have a look, you will be
amazed.

Works around the school
February
13th
18th
20th
21st
27th

March
4th
6th
11th
19th
25th - 29th

Over the holidays Cynthia and I spent
countless hours overseeing the repair of the
termite damage in the main building. The
- Foundation BBQ 6pm
damage to the floor was quite extensive
- District Swimming
(fortunately paid for by the Department)
- Parent/Teacher Interviews and it took a good four weeks to repair it
4pm - 7pm
all. All rotted window frames were replaced
- Parent/Teacher Interviews as well as installing new guttering. Termite
4pm - 8pm
exterminators were also required to
- Year 5/6 Camp Info Evening eradicate and remove all the nests. It was a
7pm
big job but at least its now as good as new.
Another big job for the holidays was the
painting of the SAKG kitchen. Thank you to
Lara Rose for fitting us in and ensuring the
kitchen was ready to go for the first day of
school.
- Division Swimming Carnival
- Leadership Badge
General Maintenance
Ceremony
Ensuring the school is cared for is a
- Labour Day (Public Holiday) constant and enormous task. At Dorset PS
- School Photos
the policy to ensure equipment, buildings,
- Year 5/6 Camp
furniture etc. is maintained/repaired is done

Notices sent home

Recipient

Grade 5/6 Camp forms
Cooking
Student enrolment info form
Foundation BBQ
Parent Helper
Interschool Sports

Grade 5 & 6
Grade 1 & 2
Whole School
Foundation
Grade 1 & 2
Selected
Grade 5 & 6

SAKG Garden
Ally Beveridge is the new Garden specialist.
Ally and her family worked tirelessly over the
summer (200 hours worth) to replant and
restructure the entire garden. It looks fabulous.
The children really enjoy the gardening
program and Ally has really worked hard to
ensure this quality program is delivered to the
highest standard.

School Council
The school council members notice went out
this week. School council is a great meeting
forum and provides parents with the
opportunity to discuss/voice school issues,
concerns or achievements. If you are interested
in being part of school council please collect a
nomination form from the office.

Welcome

Welcome to our new teachers to the school
Danielle White (2A), Kate Petty (3B), Katrina
Dirksen (3A) and Brittany McGinley (5/6B). I
look forward to having them join the staff and
by “logging of jobs” in the maintenance
bring their varied skills and talents to our
book! Cynthia and I work together to ensure school. I need to also welcome back Mel Blyth
all jobs that are logged are seen to and
(Junior PE) and April Falcone (1A). Mel and
repaired as quickly as possible. At times it is April have been on maternity leave and have
difficult to get repairs done in a timely
now returned to the school on a part time
manner due to the availability of the
basis. Welcome, welcome, welcome to our
tradesman/specialist required. Jamey Beggs Dorset community.
is the OH&S officer at the school and
monitors very closely all the issues to ensure
that Dorset is a safe working space in all
Regards.,
areas. If you have any concerns please
Palma Coppa
contact the office/use flexibuzz to submit a Principal
request to make a time to discuss your
concerns with me.

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

BIRTHDAYS

Last Week:

Angel-Lee Taylor
Blake Almanzi
Laylah Shiels
Benson Bae
Jack Archer
Abby Higgins
Mason Cotter
Wan Wuchan
Maxwell Spataro Harley Dixon
Justin Ji
Krino
Edan
Sui
Matilda
Mackay
Shaswat
Rajauria
Ruby Ryan Phoenix Van Leeuwen Erin Ryan
Zac Ruivenkamp Isabelle Martin
Robbie
Vosmansky
Nathan
Luo
Jacob Bowden Sam Bolvardi
Emmett Jegers
Saraya Landy
Scarlett Rancie
Ryan Mangpa
Emily Lindley Lewis Van Veen
Oscar Qu Victor Chan Ceu Thawng Athena Wang
Yasmin Landy
Glory Sang Pi Zach Sandford
This Week:
Eva Hough
Peyton Henry
Patrick Archer
Tayla Macpherson
Yasmin Colling Kuhn Cooper Vella
Madilyn Brown Mason Middleton
Matthew
Borwick
Katelyn
Houldey
Noah West
Eli Fraser Indiella Middleton William Mitchell
Matari
Miller
Lucas
Mackie
Ayush Nautiyal
Annalise Ratten
Erik Beeson
Alesha Dennis Matthew Schachter
Jesse
Pettet
Sam
Westmoreland
Maddison
King
Hunter Hardham
Billy Parsons Madeleine Rodriquez Ben Schachter
Keaghan Hansford Hannah Kent Esther Hlawn Ceu
Indy Laoumtzis
Aura Hans
Zander Cunningham
Xavier Butler Jemma Du Buisson
Solomon Mang
Vivian Chen
Meg Flaus
James Harris
Olivia Whelan

SCHOOL BANKING

CANTEEN
The school canteen will be open
everyday this year!
Nachos are available in the
canteen for $2.50.
Fruit Salad with custard is also
available for $2.50 each
in term 1 and 4.

School banking will begin next Thursday
14th February. Please send your banking
books to the office by 9:30am. If you would like to
start up a Dollarmites account you can head to any
Commonwealth Bank to open one and then send your
school banking book to the office every Thursday!

WHAT DOES CHAPLAIN DAVE DO?
Chaplains are in Australian schools because our Government wants students to be
resilient in daily life and have support during tough times. While teachers are
excellent at providing care, they have many students to look after. A chaplain spends
focused time with one or two students at a time.
Our Chaplain, Dave Edgren, is here every day except Wednesday. His focus is on the
well-being of students, staff and family members. He is here for you and your
children. Come in for a visit sometime. He’s your chaplain, too.
Mentoring
Dave’s goal is to assist the good character-building already happening in the home and the classroom. Through
conversation and interactive play, Dave teaches skills in compassion, resilience, accountability, reconciliation,
encouragement, forgiveness, listening, attention, maturity and much more.
Resilience
Resilience comes primarily from two sources: significant relationships and personal stories. Dave helps your
children build resilience by asking good questions - questions that get the stories flowing. Every time we tell a
positive story about ourselves, we grow more resilient. By building a relationship with you and your child and
then listening to your stories, Dave is building the resilience of your family.
Well Being
Even though we all know what it feels like to feel good and feel bad, it isn’t always easy to know why we feel the
way we do. Chaplain Dave helps kids to recognise that self-esteem comes from self-control. Being told you are
doing a great job takes on its full meaning when you are using skills you have developed over time. Success
comes from purpose. Purpose doesn’t come by accident. It comes, well, on purpose! It's is a choice. Helping our
kids develop self-control to reach purposeful success builds self-esteem. Dave encourages students in their areas
of interest, purpose and goals.
Parents
Dave is here for your whole family. Please come in and meet him. He is here to listen and to provide ideas for
your parenting journey. If you have questions about chaplaincy, ask Dave. He’s happy to answer any questions
you may have.
Sign Here!
If you would like your children to benefit from seeing Chaplain Dave while they attend Dorset, you will need to
fill in a Chaplaincy Consent Form. Ask for a form from the front office or from Dave.
School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

SAKG NEWS - KITCHEN
Welcome back to all our students and their families. I hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and
new year break.
Our first week of kitchen sessions this week has involved introducing our new Grade 3 students to knife
safety, knife use and same basic chopping techniques.
I was very impressed with how competent most of the Grade 3’s were at using knives whilst still
thinking about the knife and kitchen safety points I had explained to them.
It was great to see some excellent teamwork in their groups with cleaning up and helping each other.
I was pleased to see the grade 4 students in 3/4A, helping the grade 3 students who were new to
cooking in the SAKG Kitchen with guiding them through the tasks and encouraging them.
It was great to see the students wearing the brand new aprons for their kitchen sessions – they were all very excited to
wear them.
If any parents are able to assist in the kitchen or garden with your child’s grade, your support is greatly appreciated.
Please speak to your child’s teacher about the day and time for their session or come down to the kitchen and see me.
Thanks, Gregg, SAKG Kitchen Specialist

NEWS FROM THE SCIENCE ROOM
A new year of learning Science has begun! In Semester One students from Years Three - Six will study Earth
Sciences and Chemistry. All students have been placed into a Collaborative Learning Team and they will all have
several opportunities to take on the three designated roles of: Manager, Director and Speaker. Year Three
students will be experiencing the role of Director for the first time.
In Term One the Year Three and Four students will be developing their understanding of soils, rocks and landscapes, and how they
change over time. They will be exploring different types of soils and rocks and will be looking at factors that might affect soil erosion.
Next week some students may ask to make a ‘soil solution’ at home so that they can bring it for their lesson in the following week.
This is a VERY easy process and it just requires a jar, some soil and water. I will model how to make the soil solution and will provide
an instructional sheet for those students who are interested.
The Year Five and Six students will be looking at the compositional layers of the Earth and in particular the Earth’s
tectonic plates. They will learn about the Richter and Mercalli scales as measurements of the magnitude of
earthquakes and will use models of the Earth to further their understanding of how the tectonic plates can move in
different directions, and the effects that those movements have on the Earth’s surface.

REPORT BLURB FOR EARTHQUAKE EXPLORERS
This semester the students were reminded of the expectations of the Science room so that maximum participation and safety were
prioritised. Each student was placed into a Collaborative Learning Team and everyone had the opportunity to take on the three
designated roles of: Manager, Director and Speaker. In first term the students participated in an Earth and Space
Sciences unit with an emphasis on Earthquakes. They.. They considered and discussed changes over many millions of
years and compared earthquake activity in Australia to surrounding countries.

Some of our students appeared in the Lilydale Leader newspaper:

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

