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From the Principal’s Desk
overall learning. Thank you to all our parent
helpers and supporters of our school
What a fantastic evening. The 2019
programs. I appreciate the time and effort and
Christmas Carols event was the best yet.
believe education is a home/school
The amount of families that attended was
absolutely incredible. The children were so partnership. Working together is the reason
well behaved and sang beautifully. I need to why our children are thriving.
thank Michael Jenkins and his wife Sarah
for organising the event, making sure it ran Final Week
smoothly and was engaging for both
Term 4 ends next week, Thursday 19th
parents and children. I must also mention
December 1:30pm. Our final assembly will be
Andrew Sherar for volunteering his time,
on first thing Thursday morning. Children will
equipment and expertise to ensure the
begin bringing home workbooks, stationary
sound was on point and able to be heard by etc.. As the term draws to a close the final
all. Special mention to all the Dorset staff
week will consist of finishing off and Christmas
for coming together and performing our
activities. Each year level will also be having
staff item, it was well received by both
their grade Christmas parties during this week
children and parent community. A fantastic as well. It will be a crazy, fun and busy week!!
community event for all.
As this is the final newsletter for the year. I
would like to thank all the parents and friends
of Dorset for continually supporting the school
and being a positive force in all our children’s
education.

Christmas Carols
Rescorla Avenue, Croydon 3136
phone: 9725 5038
www.dorsetps.vic.edu.au
dorset.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Diary Dates
December
16th

17th
18th
19th
20th

- Grade 6 Big Day Out
- Foundation, Grade 1 &
Grade 2 Class Party
- Grade 6 Graduation
- Grade 1 & 2 local excursion
- Last Day of Term 4
1:30pm Dismissal
- Curriculum Day

2020
January
23rd
28th
29th
29th - 31st

- Book selling day
8:30am - 3:30pm
- Book selling day
8:30am - 3:30pm
- Students first day Term 1
- Foundation 2020 testing

February
3rd
4th
5th
6th

- Foundation 2020 testing
- First day (half class)
foundation 2020
- First day (half class)
foundation 2020
- First day (WHOLE class)
foundation 2020

Grade 6s
It is that time of year when our grade 6s are
getting ready to leave. The Government
Secondary Schools Transition day was on
Tuesday and they all seemed happy when
they came back Wednesday. The amount of
growth for these children in the past 12
months has been amazing. All the leaders
have been exceptional this year and have
exhibited exceptional leadership skills for all
our students. The Graduation ceremony is
this Tuesday coming and they have been
busily practising for this event. I would like
What a highlight!! Talk about “dress to
to wish them all the best in their future
endeavours and I know Dorset has prepared impress”!
them well for the beginning of their
secondary journey.
Merry Christmas and a festive New Year.
Enjoy the break.
Parent Helpers
Parent helpers are a vital part of our
educational programs. Having helpers in
our classrooms supporting the programs is Regards,
so beneficial and contributes to each child’s Palma Coppa
Principal

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE
Marriage Garden
You wouldn’t plant a garden and then sit back and hope it
grows. Gardens take time and effort in order to flourish.
The same is true for your marriage. Good relationships
need tending in order to grow strong and vibrant. Like a
garden, we need to make the effort each day to turn the
soil, pull the weeds, and give the roots plenty of water.
That means taking time each day to talk and share with each other—even if it’s
just for ten minutes. Ask your spouse about their day and tell them about yours.
It means doing things together. If you don’t have a hobby that both of you enjoy
doing, then find one. And carve out regular times from your schedule to enjoy it.
Set a regular date night away from the kids, even if it’s just for a quick coffee.
It’s a great way to unwind and reconnect.
Don’t let your most precious garden go unattended.

Divorce and Holidays
At holiday time we’re inundated with media images of happy families
experiencing the holidays together. But the truth is that about 50% of marriages
end in divorce; and of the ones that are intact, at least some of them are
unhappy. So if those holiday images were more accurate, they’d reflect families
that are struggling. For struggling families, here’s some holiday gift guidance.
Concept I: Because parents are adults, they need to make sacrifices for their
children. And because children are children, they shouldn’t have to make
sacrifices for their parents. Think of sacrifices for the benefit of your children as
holiday presents.
Present Suggestion No. 1: Be more compromising than you’ve ever been. Give up
what you might want or need, and don’t tell the children you’re doing it. Make
them think the world is just a good place. So, in the future, they have the
confidence to persist at tasks in the face of life’s inevitable obstacles.
Concept II: What’s best for children is not placing them in a loyalty bind, so they
don’t feel guilty about loving either of their parents. So instead of thinking about
how wonderful it would be for you, and your extended family, to have the kids
for the holidays, think about what’s going to be best for the kids. The thing
that’s best for the kids is to not have the parents fighting with each other.
Whatever you can do to avoid a fight is what you should do.
Present Suggestion No. 2: If, as parents, you’re fighting over the specifics of the
visitation schedule, one of you might just have to say, “Okay, fine, you can have
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day this year, and I’ll make it up next year,
because I don’t want to put the kids in the middle of a dispute.” That’s holiday
giving.
Present Suggestion No. 3: Another thing you can do for the kids is to collaborate
and communicate about presents, so there isn’t a competition between you over
who gives the best gifts. Don’t undermine the other parent. If they say, “The kids
aren’t allowed to have this,” honour their wish.
Present Suggestion No. 4: To let your children know the holidays are about
them, help them buy a present or make a card for their other parent. This sends
the message that the divorce really was between the adults, and that each
parent really, truly wants the children to have a healthy relationship with the
other.
From childmind.org

STUDENTS OF
THE WEEK
Reese Noa
Shondelle Phillips
Liam Riddle
Kaelin Elleray
Isabella Barclay
Sienna Nicholls
Oliver Scorgie
Shelby Whitehead
Tahli Hansford
Mackenzie Grant
Alexis Daly
Meg Flaus
Annalia Darby
Van Peng Lian
Parneet Badwal
Vincent Stewart
Lily Bevan
Sophia Bevilacqua
Juliet Tetlow
Saraya Landy
Eli Heinen
Josh Fidler
Savannah Ferguson
Matthew Schachter
Lucas Mackie
Sofie Lehmann
Livi Nash
Jade Majic
Faith Van Stekelenburgh
Scarlett Baigent
Celeste Eicholtz
Hazel Evans
Emmett Jegers
Logan Oliver
Jack Archer
Lincoln Hosken
John Davis
Ashleigh Sherar
Sean Stanway
Joseph Ferencz
Riley Babb-Gardner
Kaiden Gillies
Jarryd Glanz
Elizabeth Mung
Xavier Butler
Saanchi Rana
Jovie Murray
James Harris
Maddie Babb-Gardner
Patrick Archer
Akshaya Alex
Will Oldham
Jack Shannon
Sophie Smith
Cooper Smoors
Brock McGrath
Holly Thomson
Elijah Hunt
Josh Stanway
Christina Albeck
Lucy Killingback
Charlie Smith - Italian

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

SATURDAY MORNING WORKING BEE REPORT
On behalf of our school community I would like to thank the parents and children who
participated in the working bee on the morning of Saturday 30th November. A great deal
of work was done and the weather was kind to us. Tasks undertaken included – the
weeding of the SAKG garden beds and the edges of pathways, the pruning of large
overhanging tree branches and bushes, the removal of dead plants from garden beds,
sweeping of stairs and the blowing of paths. It was really helpful that parents were able
to bring battery operated equipment and tools from home.
This made the tasks so much easier.
It was also terrific to chat with parents and children and share coffee, cordial and biscuits
at the conclusion of the working bee.
Thanks again to everyone involved.
Geoff Gowans
Working Bee Coordinator

BIRTHDAYS
THIS WEEK:
Charlotte Riley
Steven Mangpa
Kyra Latona
Tahli Hansford
Chelsea Simcocks OVER THE HOLIDAYS:
(December)
Chloe Critchley
Will Oldham
Bobby Alderman
Van Cer Chin
Stephen Ochsenbein
Jack Archer
Kyhar Elleray
Erin Ryan
Eileen Fan
Emmett Jegers
Eva Hough
NEXT WEEK:
Madilyn Brown
Charlotte Riley
Will Mitchell
Steven Mangpa
Matthew
Schachter
Kyra Latona
Ben
Schachter
Tahli Hansford
Chelsea Simcocks Zander Cunningham
Benson Bae
Chloe Critchley
Maxwell Spataro
Bobby Alderman
Ruby Ryan
Stephen Ochsenbein
Jacob
Bowden
Kyhar Elleray
Emily Lindley
Eileen Fan
Glory Sang Pi
Yasmin Colling Kuhn
Eli Fraser
Erik Beeson
Billy Parsons
Harley Dixon
Pheonix Van Leeuwen

Thursday 19th
December is
the last day.
Students are
dismissed at
1:30pm!

This weeks
SAKG Menu:

- Leafy Green Salad with avocado
- Linguine with broad beans,
peas, lemon and mint
- Rainbow Cookies
- Gluten & Lactose Free Chocolate
Chip Cookies

CHOCOLATE DRIVE

BOOK SELLING

Congratulations to Sienna
Nicholls, Nathaniel Mina and
Oscar Huang for each winning a
$100 voucher after selling an
entire box of Chocolates!
If you still have Chocolate money
outstanding please pay this at the
office as soon as possible.

DAYS 2020
don’t forget!
Our book selling days
for 2020 are 23rd and
28th January.
There is a minimum
$100 payment
required per child to
collect stationary on
these days.

SECOND HAND
UNIFORM
In the Chaplains room we have
second hand uniforms for sale. We
are beginning to notice a demand in
second hand uniforms.
Any donations would be greatly
appreciated and can be handed in to
the office at any time! If you would
like to purchase anything from our
second hand uniform the prices are
as follows:
Dresses
$10.00
Bags/Shoes
$5.00
All other items
$2.00
Please fell free to have a look at any
time!

UNIFORM SHOP:
HOURS OF OPERATION
Our on campus uniform
shop is open on 23rd and
28th January.

2020 DATES:
The students first day of school for
2020 is Wednesday 29th January.
(Grade 1—6 only)

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au
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