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Diary Dates
February
19th
20th
26th

- Parent Teacher Interviews
Grade 1 - 6
- Parent Teacher Interviews
Grade 1 - 6
- Foundation Teddy Bear |
Picnic 6pm

March
4th
5th
9th
13th
17th
25th

- Badge Ceremony 2pm
- Parent Helpers Course
- Parent Helpers Course
- Labour Day Public Holiday
- Vintage Market
- School Photos
- School Council AGM

2020 Principal’s Assistants:
Byron, Alex and Jaydeep

Lots of work and time have gone to the selection
of all our leaders. Congratulations to all our
leaders and I know it will be a great year. The
Badge Ceremony will take place 2pm on March
4th in our hall. All are welcome to attend.
School Captains
Tayla Parsons
Jaiya Kutasara
Sport Captains
Yasmin Landy
Tyler Williams
Blue House Captains
Keira Taylor
Jack Higgins
Blue House Vice Captains
Livian Derham
Zane Miller
Red House Captains
Clancy Simmnns
Hayden Cathie
Red House Vice Captains
Billy Parsons
Jasmine Cathie
Gold House Captains
Bonnie Murray
Mason Bendall
Gold House Vice Captains
Brodie Pittaway
Ariel Rowe
Green House Captains
Fraser Newman
Saraya Landy
Green House Vice Captains
Tom Keays
Jasmine Earl
Office Managers
Anthea Doyle
Tahlia Strykert
Office Monitors
Mia Lauder
Remi Gillespie
Tyson Giles
Zoey Schaap
Principal’s Assistants
Alex Bartlett
Byron Wallace
Jaydeep Dugg
Assistant Principal’s Liaisons
Lydia Mangpa
Aliza Bevan
Choir Captain
Charlotte Jones
Italian Captain
Namish Nehru
Lucas Cook
Performing Arts Captains
Justine Geddes
Harry Smith
JSC President
Tayla Macpherson
JSC Secretary
Joseph Ferencz

Staff Liaison Officers
Olivia Hunt
Lucy Doyle
Jake Garrity
Mia Colling
Reese Mason
Cameron McMillan
Foundation Monitors
Isabella Vosmansky
Erin Ryan
Parneet Badwal
Elouise Bruce
Sienna Nicholls
Ruby Ryan
Vienna Varon
Emma Goewie
Chicken Captains
Sam Westmoreland
Ksenia Metlenko
Chicken Monitors
Mikayla Frogley
Ella Cotter
Poppy Rawlins
Emma Sullivan
Ella Hosken
Miranda Dianon
Zarah Davies
Lucy Mitchell
Eva Hough
Zavier Simmons
Ayla McKenzie
Brock Rodriquez
Callum Crawford
Adrian Jafarzadeh
Dylan Sherar
Jack Shannon
Garden Monitors
Kaleb Dobbyn
Travis Dyer
Kaeleb Boyle
Kaiden Listopad
Digital Technologies
Luke Rossignoli
William Mitchell
LRC
Marley Aveling
Harvey Freemantle
Sustainability Captains
Chin Chin
Khloe Cotter
Arts Captains
Ruth Ram Lot
Kade Poliseno
Science Captains
Ethan Smith
Ashleigh Brown

Junior School Councillors
Taylah Wilkinson
Hamish James
Bailey Kennon
Taylor Tsombos
Oliver Murrell
Eadgyth Bennett
Milla Mackay
Seth Woodall
Holly Bemelmans
Cooper Ryan
Emily Lindley
Jim Flaus
Letty Virag
Oscar Bannister
Charlotte Riley
Mason Cotter
Alison Oliver
Jack Williams
Isabelle Martin
Cooper Mccaw-Lyons
Oliver Scorgie
Elizabeth Mung

Junior School Councillors
Holly Thomson
Matthew Sullivan
Scarlett Ellis-Hunt
Jai Hurrell
Kiarra Calderwood
Finlay White
Alexis Daly
Patrick Archer
Eva Hough
Zac O’Donnell
Chloe Mitchell
Archer Smith
Shun Filer
Nikayla Daly
Kaitlyn Saganty
Lily Bevan
Isobel O’Shea
Caelen Bruce
Tayla Harris
Emma Peng
Kayla Niksic
Kobie Elleray

Interviews
Interviews will take place next week (Wednesday
19th and Thursday 20th February). The aim of the
interviews is to get to know your child’s teacher and
pass on any information you believe the teacher
needs to know. Please note this interview is not
about academic progress but rather an information
sharing session. Most interviews will take place in
the classrooms but classes and teachers in the
portables have been relocated.
Jodi Wilkins
6A
Brittany McGinley
6B
Peter Buultjens
4B
Emily Bowman
4A
Luke Seymour
3A
Emily Pearce
3B
Sally Matheou/Nicole Bell
34A
Lenis Quigg
2A
Danielle White
2B

LRC
LRC
Chaplains Office
FC Classroom
FD Classroom
FB Classroom
FA Classroom
Science/Art Room
Science/Art Room

Parent Helpers
Our annual parent helpers course this year will be
run by both Justin Mackay and Nicole Bell. We
encourage all parent helpers to become ‘certified’
by being part of this 2 sessions course. The aim of
the course is to inform parents on how to support
and enhance our programs throughout the school.
The course will be held in the LRC on the 4th and
5th March (morning sessions). More information to
follow. Just a reminder all helpers/volunteers to our
school must have a current Working With Children
Check which has been sighted by our office staff.

Kind Regards,
Palma Coppa
Principal

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE
Learning the Language of Life
A friend of mine who blogs about her ‘sitcom life’ posted a story about her
seven-year-old son.
One day, the boy blurted out a comment, thinking out loud. “When I grow up and have kids, I'm not
going to teach them the entire English language.”
Smiling to herself, his Mum asked him to explain.
“I'm not teaching them words like ‘But I don't want to...’ and ‘Why do I have to...’ That way they won't
argue with me.”
His Mum nodded and kept listening.
“I'll just teach them positive words that help them obey without fuss.”
Keeping a straight face, His Mum tried not to give away the thousand-and-one questions racing through her mind.
After a pause, the grade-one-boy asked, “Don't you think that's an excellent idea?”
“Yes. Definitely!” His Mum said, “And what are you going to do when they learn how to put their own words into phrases and
they argue anyway?”
In the conversation below the post, one parent said she tried this very thing. It worked until the baby was 22 months old. I can
imagine that was the first time the toddler said, “No!”
Our children learn from watching us. They will learn all the words and phrases we use. So, rather than using a limited
vocabulary – we choose our words carefully. This leads to children who pause to consider their words – Just like Mum and Dad
do.
And when things don’t work out that way, and we say something we wish we hadn’t, our children learn to admit they did the
wrong thing and say they are sorry for hurting others.
Parenting is learned on the job. It’s hard work. There are rough patches and painful moments. And at times, like in the above
conversation, parenting is rewarding as we realise our children are processing the tough decisions - right from wrong, kind from
hurtful – and deciding who they want to be in the future.

SAKG - KITCHEN
It has been a great start to the year in the SAKG Kitchen. Our grade 3 students were
learning knife safety and knife skills in their first kitchen session and they did really well .
Our grade 4 students also had the opportunity to refresh their knowledge of knife safety
and knife use.
As we have a new group of grade 3 students commencing the SAKG program, it greatly
benefits the students to have parents helping with kitchen and garden sessions to guide and
direct them.
If there are any parents, grandparents, auntie's and uncles who have some spare time,
myself and the students would love to have your support in this wonderful and beneficial
program.
If you would like to help, please come and see Gregg in the kitchen or Ally in the garden.
Thanks,
Gregg

BIRTHDAYS
Andrew Lee
Dylan Sherar
Lucy Mitchell
Zane Miller
Savannah Roberts
Thomas Berntsen
Mackenzy Hill
Kaiden Gillies
Dana Stewart
Oliver Lehmann
Harriet Pawsey

This weeks
SAKG Menu:

- Singapore Noodles
- Stir fried Asian greens and
Shitake mushrooms
- Caramel Coconut Cookies

5/6 SPORT RESULTS - 7th Feb
Dorset vs Kalinda
The winning teams for Round 2 of Interschool Sport were:
Basketball Boys
Basketball Girls
T20 Cricket Boys
T20 Cricket Girls
Soft Lacrosse

– Kalinda
– Dorset
– Kalinda
– Kalinda
– Kalinda

Tee Ball Boys
Tee Ball Girls
Hot Shots
Volleybounce

– Dorset
– Dorset
– Kalinda
– Kalinda
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Our school community is fortunate to have access to the services of three dedicated professionals
who provide support to our students – Chaplaincy (Dave Edgren – Mon, Tues, Thurs and Fri), Speech
Pathology (Michelle Wong – Fortnightly visits) and Educational Psychologist – Ping Ngu – Fortightly
visits.
Parents often ask about the process involved in gaining access to these services. This has been
outlined below.
Chaplaincy – Dave Edgren
Families can gain access to this service by completing a permission form available at the office. Dave
supports the emotional wellbeing of students through one on one chats that build emotional
resilience.
When students visit, they play games, talk about life’s tough times and fun times. They also do
character building activities and resilience training. When parents visit, they talk about family and
building positive kids. When the teachers visit, they talk about anything and everything!
As Dorset’s Chaplain, Dave believes that it is his job to listen. He listens to stories filled with laughter
and stories that come with tears. Every story is important and worth hearing because every person
telling him their story is worthy of respect and attention.
Educational Psychologist – Ping Ngu
The class teacher will usually contact a child’s parents if they have concerns about their child’s
academic progress and where intervention programs have been unsuccessful. Information is
collected from the class teacher about their concerns regarding the progress of the child and this is
handed to the Educational Psychologist. The Educational Psychologist will discuss this information
with the class teacher. If an educational assessment is to be undertaken, a parent permission form
will need to be signed by the child’s parents. Ping will then meet with the child’s parents and arrange
a date for the assessment. At the conclusion of the educational assessment a report will be prepared
for both the parents and class teacher. Ping will arrange a time to discuss the report with both the
parents and the class teacher. The report will contain recommendations to assist the child’s learning.
Speech Pathologist – Michelle Wong
Michelle conducts speech and language assessments. The process for gaining access to this service is
identical to the process to gain access to the Educational Psychologist. Parents are reminded that
Michelle does not provide speech pathology
Psychologist – Student Counselling
Our school leadership team is currently in the process of organizing for a psychologist to visit our
school each week to provide specialist counselling for students. Families will be able to gain access to
this service by obtaining a mental health care plan from a GP. Your children will receive up to 10
sessions with the psychologist. These sessions are bulk billed through Medicare. The psychologist will
provide support for issues including – anxiety and fear, friendship and social issues, grief and loss,
emotional regulation and social issues and family separation.
Further information about this service will be distributed to our families when arrangements have
been finalized.
If parents have any further questions or concerns regarding any of the student support services they
can contact Mr. Gowans.
Contact Details. School: 9725 5038 (M) 0425 345 202
Geoff Gowans
Student Support Services Coordinator
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