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Special Assembly

On Wednesday Michael Sukkar
(Federal member of Parliament)
presented our Deakin awards to the
following children:
Sporting Achievement:
- Ollie Graham
- Macey Postill
Academic Achievement:
- Tony Mo
Community Service Achievement:
- Merinda Carter
December
- Ellie Simmons
14th
- Disco
Congratulations to the above
17th
- Christmas Concert
children for being consistent and
- 5/6 Christmas Class Parties
hard working all year round. It was a
18th
- Grade 6 Graduation
- 3/4 Christmas Class Parties proud moment presenting these
awards and Michael Sukkar
19th
- Grade 6 Big Day Out
- Foundation, Grade 1 & 2
commented on how impressed he
Christmas Class Parties
was with the school and our children
20th
- Last Day, 1:30pm Dismissal
overall.
21st
- Curriculum Day

Diary Dates
2018

Christmas Carols
On Monday night (17th December) will
be our annual Christmas Carols event.
Families are invited to have a picnic on
the oval from 5pm for a concert start
at 6:30pm. A sausage sizzle will be
available with drinks and icy poles
being sold at the canteen. A Flexibuzz
will be sent out if the weather is
uncertain on the day. Just a reminder
this is an alcohol free event.

Graduation
Tuesday 18th December is our
graduation night for our grade 6s.
I have been watching them rehearse
their dance this week and I am
extremely impressed and proud.
I would like to wish them all the best
next year and am really looking
forward to our Big Day Out.

Thankyou

2019
January
2nd - 25th

21st
29th
30th

31th

- Big Childcare Holiday
Program (see page 5 for
details)
- Bookselling Day
8:30am - 3:30pm
- Curriculum Day
- Bookselling Day
8:30am - 3:30pm
- Curriculum Day
- First day of school 2019

As this is the last newsletter for the
year I would like to thank the parent
community for all their support and
help this year to improve the children's
learning outcomes. It has been a
fabulous year and the school is going
from strength to strength. I would like
to wish everyone a safe and happy
Christmas and look forward to a
rewarding 2019.

Merry Christmas!
Regards.,
Palma Coppa
Principal

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE
- THE SECRET OF SANTA This story is more than a decade old but well worth reading, remembering and sharing. It was written
by School Teacher Leslie Rush from Texas. Hopefully it inspires you as much as it did me!
----In our family, we have a special way of transitioning the kids from receiving from Santa, to becoming a
Santa. This way, the Santa story is not a lie that gets discovered but is instead an unfolding series of
good deeds and Christmas spirit.
When they are 6 or 7, whenever you see that dawning suspicion that Santa may not be a material
being, that means the child is ready.
I take them "out for coffee." We get a booth, order our drinks, and the following pronouncement is
made:
"You sure have grown a lot this year. Not only are you taller, but I can see that your heart has grown,
too. [point out 2-3 examples of empathetic behaviour, consideration of people's feelings, good deeds
etc, the kid has done in the past year]. In fact, your heart has grown so much that I think you are ready
to become a Santa Claus.
"You probably have noticed that most of the Santas you see are people dressed up like him. Some of
your friends might have even told you that there is no Santa. A lot of children think that, because they
aren't ready to BE a Santa yet, but YOU ARE.
"Tell me the best things about Santa. What does Santa get for all of his trouble? [lead the child from
"cookies" to the good feeling of having done something for someone else]. Well, now YOU are ready to
do your first job as a Santa!"
Make sure you maintain the proper conspiratorial tone.
We then have the child choose someone they know--a neighbour, usually. The child's mission is to
secretly, deviously, find out something that the person needs, and then provide it, wrap it, deliver it-and never reveal to the target where it came from. Being a Santa isn't about getting credit, you see.
It's about unselfish giving.
My oldest son chose the "witch lady" on the corner. She really was horrible--had a fence around the
house and would never let the kids on Kirkcaldy Street go in and get a stray ball or frisbee. She'd yell at
them to play quieter, etc--a real pill. She came out to get her paper every morning at the exact same
time, when we were driving to school. Adam noticed that she was always in bare feet or flip-flops, so
he decided she needed slippers. He had to go spy and decide how big her feet were, so he hid in the
bushes one Saturday, and decided she wore a Medium.
We went to Kmart and bought warm slippers. He wrapped them up and tagged it "Merry Christmas
from Santa." After dinner one evening, he slipped down to her house, and slid the package under her
driveway gate. The next morning, we watched her waddle out to get the paper. She picked up the
present, peered at it quizzically, and went inside. My son was excited and couldn't wait to see what
would happen next. The next morning, as we drove off, there she was out getting her paper--wearing
the slippers. Adam was ecstatic. I had to remind him that NO ONE could ever know what he did, or he
wouldn't be a Santa.
Over the years, he chose a new target every Christmas, always coming up with a unique present just
for them. One year, he polished up his bike, put a new seat on it, and gave it to one of our friend's
daughters, with the permission of her parents. The look on her face, when she saw the bike on the
patio with a big bow on it, was almost as good as the look on my
son's face.
When it came time for Son #2 to join the ranks, my oldest came
along, and helped with the induction speech. They are both
excellent, creative gifters, by the way, and never felt that they
had been lied to--because they were let in on the Secret of Being
a Santa.
School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

SAKG NEWS - KITCHEN
I am looking forward to another great year in the kitchen and the
commencement of a new group of Grade 3’s going through the
Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program.
We will be having an abundance of produce ready for harvesting
This weeks
and freezing during the Christmas/New Year Period and there will
SAKG Menu:
also be some ready as we return in 2019.
I look forward to incorporating this harvest into a variety of
different recipes for the students to produce and enjoy in their
SAKG ITALIAN DAY
kitchen sessions.
MENU:
Especially in regards to the new Grade 3’s commencing the program next year, it will
Warrigal Greens Pizza
be beneficial to the smooth running of the program and accommodating the needs
Mint Yoghurt
of all the students involved, if I can be given in writing details of any food
Toasted Turkish Bread Fingers
intolerances, food’s to avoid for dietary or cultural reasons, etc.
Chocolate Chip Biscuits
This information is separate from the allergy signs printed by our office staff and can
be provided to me in the form of a letter at the start of 2019 when students
return. Your assistance in this will be greatly appreciated.
I look forward to seeing some new faces in the kitchen next year, both students and parents. Support from our
wonderful parent community is a great asset, for the smooth running of the SAKG Program.
I hope everyone has a safe and relaxing break and I will see you next year in the kitchen,
Thanks, Gregg

BIRTHDAYS
Steven Mangpa
Kyra Latona
Tahli Hansford
Tayla Newton
Sesath Jayasekera
Chloe Critchley
Stephen Ochsenbein
Eileen Fan
Will Oldham

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Tyson Martin
Cooper Fraser
Katelyn Houldey
Tara Brodersen
Archer McCaffery
Matilda Pawsey
Blake Smith
Harley Dixon
Luke Rossignoli
Fraser Newman
Lachlan Hollingsworth
Sarah Jones

Ruby O’Leary
Lucah Mckenzie
Mia Lewis
Joel Loynes
Ryan Mangpa
Will Oldham
Caitlyn Kelly

Flynn Smith
Ryan Williams
Juliet Tetlow
Zeden Scudds
Gerby Dianon
Tarj Calderwood
Mackenzie Grant

Abbey Owen
Eryn Glanz
James Goewie
Amy Johnson
Blake Poliseno
Tyler Williams
Renee Zarb
Rahil Shah
Maggie Butcher
Isaac Spruit
Akshaya Alex

SPECIALIST CORNER - ITALIAN
In Italian, the students have been learning the
months of the year. They also learned how to play
bocce and about Carnevale in Venice.
Italian Day was held on Wednesday, November 28.
The students were involved in a number of activities
such as tombola (bingo), bocce (bowls), Venetian
mask making, cooking (bruschetta), soccer, singing,
Languages Online and dancing (tarantella). But the
most popular feature of the day was undoubtedly
the gelato van. It was great to see so many students dressed in
an Italian theme or the colours of the Italian flag (green, white
and red).
Quest’anno è volato. This year has flown by. It’s been a terrific
year in Italian at Dorset Primary. It has been very gratifying to
see how the students and the school community have embraced
Italian as the new LOTE in 2018. Looking forward to an exciting
and fun 2019 learning Italian.
School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
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