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        Diary Dates 
                  

 
 

March 

                             
19th  - School Photos 
21st  - School Council 
25th - 29th - Year 5/6 Camp 

 
 
April 

                             
1st  - Production : main cast 
                            announced 
2nd  - Senior Athlectics 
3rd  - Junior Athletics 
5th  - Last day of term 1 
                            2:30pm dismissal  
                        - Production: all parts 
                      finalised 
25th    - ANZAC Day - public holiday 
 

School Photos 

Next Tuesday is our annual school photo 
day. The day begins with the staff photo at 
8:30am. Please ensure your child is in full 
school uniform on this day. If you are having 
difficulties acquiring uniform items please 
let us know. I always enjoy this day to see 
the effort both students and parents go to 
for their photos. 
 

School Council 
Congratulations to Sandra Glanz and  
Afarin Allen for selection to school council. 
Our first meeting for the year will be next 
Thursday. School council is a body that 
represents the parents and is the parent 
community official voice. If you have any 
issues/concerns that you would like 
discussed please email school council at 
dorset.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au and this will 
be added to the agenda. Any item discussed 
the result/outcome is always communicated 
to the parent that has raised it. School 
council meetings and discussions are always 
informative and robust. 

 
Programs 
The literacy program at Dorset is 
outstanding. The reading and writing 
results are high and the children are really 
engaged during these sessions. The 
Reader’s Workshop model is well underway 
in Grade 1 - 6  and the children really are 
enjoying the independent reading time.  
 

Clubs 

The clubs program is going from strength to 
strength. The children are attending a 
variety of clubs and the feedback is that 
they really find them worthwhile.  
Mr Mackay is working with a group of our 
leaders to enhance the program even 
further. Student voice is paramount at our 
school and it is great to see so many leaders 
involved and wanting to improve all aspects 
of our school. 
 

Tours 

I have already begun tours for 2020. The tours 
seem to be starting earlier and earlier. Word of 
mouth is a powerful tool and really helps to 
advertise our school. Please support the school 
and encourage prospective parents to visit and 
take a tour. Keeping our numbers ensures that 
our specialised programs are in operation. The 
comments from prospective parents are 
always interesting and enlightening. I get to 
see our school each time through new eyes 
and I always experience a deep sense of pride, 
Dorset is a place to be truly proud of in so 
many ways.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards, 
Palma Coppa  
Principal 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

The LRC needs you! 

The LRC is looking for any parent 
helpers that can assist in contacting 
brand new library books. If you have 
any spare time at all please contact 
Miss Thorsen or Maddie W.  
Any help is greatly appreciated! 



School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE 
Dave’s Values-statement for Chaplaincy 
Memory Device: “Take time to CARE.” 
Compassion   Connection   –  Golden Rule 
Attentive   Available   –  Being heard is the beginning of healing 
Reconciliation   Relationships  –  Making things right 
Empower   Encourage  –  A safe place to try 
A is for Attentive 
For the past two weeks and for the next two, we are exploring the meaning behind my chaplaincy mission statement. I hope it helps you 
develop a personal parenting mission statement.  
Take Time to CARE 
Paying attention to others is not easy in this busy world. We have a thousand things to do and each of them take our attention off the 
others. To slow down and focus on just one – even one child – takes a concentrated effort. To dedicate our full attention to something we 
must believe that one thing is worthwhile. Then we must set it apart in our mind as deserving. Otherwise, busyness will continue to 
overwhelm us. 
We all love to have another person’s full attention. I remember, in primary school, my Dad would come every week to my school at 
lunchtime on Wednesday. One week he would take me out to lunch. The next week he would take my brother. He could have taken us both 
together but he knew the value of attention. He took us on special trips, too. He took my brother for a weekend to Michigan to visit the 
football hall of fame and go to a 49ers game. Another weekend, he took me to a computer show in San Francisco and we came home with 
some cool tech.  
Those times of having Dad’s full attention still hold a special spot in my heart. They have formed a lifelong relationship between us. Dad and 
I are meeting in the outback for a few days of opal mining these next school holidays. I love being with my Dad now because he loved being 
with me when I was growing up.  
When we focus on one person, we can truly listen to them. Research from around the world – both scientific and spiritual – has shown 
careful listening causes healing. This focused attention giving is called “deep listening” or “compassionate listening” and revolves around 
one person pouring out their story while the other person soaks it in. There is no need to solve problems or correct misconceptions to be a 
compassionate listener. All you need to do is listen. And in being heard, the other person begins healing.  
Being attentive rescues us from the busyness of life. 
Listening is a lost art.  
Let’s rediscover it! 
Next Week: Reconcile  

SPECIALIST CORNER - DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY UPDATE : TERM 1 
We have had a really successful start to Digital Technology this year. With a new year brings many new and exciting activities 
and of course, many brilliant books that have been recently put onto the bookshelves for the first time across all year levels. 
Book Week has already been scheduled for late August this year with the expectation that this year’s fair will be even bigger 
than the last.  

During the term so far, our foundation students have found themselves settling in quite well. 
They have learnt the expectations of the library, what it means to ‘borrow’ a book and how 
to respect all of the books located on the shelves. The students have also begun to discuss 
the properties of a book; the front cover, blurb and the use of end pages in many texts. They 
are becoming more familiar with the words fiction and non-fiction and beginning to grasp 
the overall concepts of placing a book back where it belongs.  
Although building upon their previous knowledge of library skills, our 
junior school have just begun the process of taking apart a real desktop 
computer and building a new paper model, including adding any new 

modifications that the students wish to add. This has been an eye-opening experience for most of the 
students and they are thoroughly enjoying the unit so far.  

Our middle and senior school have begun to look at data patterns and 
how different data can be interpreted and displayed. The students have 
created classroom surveys and are currently in the process of 
manipulating collecting all the numerical information and formulating 
interactive graphs using the iPads. This has been a new process for almost all of the students 
and their skills are continuing to develop as we enter the next learning area of Binary Code.  
On a personal note, I would just like to announce to the Dorset community that my partner 
and I are expecting our first child in early September. We are so excited at the adventure we 
are embarking on and cannot wait for the year ahead. It is a bittersweet moment for myself, 

as I will be going on leave in Term Three, cutting my fourth year at Dorset short. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my time in the LRC 
and am looking forward to the remaining term I get to spend with the students exploring problems, solving algorithms and 
educating them about the safe use of specific applications and the internet.  
Miss Thorsen 



SAKG GARDEN 
Hello from the Garden. 
The rest of our chickens have finally arrived. Three beautiful little Frizzles to 
complete our flock. 
Time to start our naming competition and give each of our girls a name. 
The children have been busy harvesting over the last couple of weeks with the garden producing 
an abundance of zucchinis, tomatoes and beans.  Lots of excitement when an oversized hidden 
zucchini is found. 
We have also been busy mulching, watering and clearing garden beds. The children have worked 
extremely hard to keep our garden looking beautiful. Job well done guys. 
We have a new addition of a pomegranate garden along our path. This will 
eventually become a hedge (when the plants grow). Pomegranates are one of the 
many fruits the children have asked for in their garden. 
Kind regards 
Ally 
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- Semolina Capunti Pasta with 
Tomato & Basil Pesto  

Pak Choy Frittata 

This weeks 
SAKG Menu: 

SCHOOL BANKING 
School banking is every Thursday. 

 Please send your banking books to 
the office by 9:30am. If you would 

like to start up a Dollarmites 
account you can head to any 

Commonwealth 
Bank branch to 

open one and 
then send your 
school banking 

book to the 
office every 

Thursday!    

BIRTHDAYS 

 Mikayla Frogley 
Tyson Giles 
Riley Carne 
Olivia Nicholls 
Blake Smith 
Abbey Owen 
Makenna Laidlaw 
Anaken Laidlaw 
Farnam Ghasemi 
Cooper Lancaster 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Samuel Berry 
Autumn Doehnert 
Tyson Giles 
Brianna Marks 
Charlie Benfield 
Riley Carne 
Lewis Van Veen  
Alex Mitchell 
Parneet Badwal 
Kaelin Elleray 
Noah Zimmermann 
James Harris 
Fiona Chen 

Ariel Rowe 
Jake Lauder 

Miranda Dianon 
Noah Stirling 

Kiarra Calderwood 
Kaelen Scott 

Scarlett Rancie 
Barsam Bolvardi 

Kaavya Patel 
Zac Ruivenkamp 

Liam Nicholls 
Maddison Scheetz 

Hunter Hardham 

Angus Dirksen 
Matilda Pawsey  
Solomon Mang 
Isabella Dennis 
Kaiden Listopad 

Addison Vroomen 
Alison Oliver 

Farnam Ghasemi Ghaziyani 
Luca Bevilacqua 
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If you are worried about 
forgetting your child’s 

envelope on the day you can 
hand it in to the office prior 
to the 19th March and we 

will pass it on for you. 



Music Lessons after school in: 

 Guitar ( from Grade 2 up and great for teachers too!) 
 Uke     (from Grade 2 and up and Great for teachers too!) 
 Singing  ( From age of ten and up) 
 Piano/ Keyboard  Early childhood to adult 
 Theory    ( all ages) 
By Daniel and Donna James 
(both experienced, trained & VIT reg) 
All ages and abilities   
Nervous beginners Welcome! 
We make learning Music Fun! 
Limited Places! 
Call on 0413336248 
 9723 4390 or email at  
danieljames98@hotmail.com 
www.singnstrum.com 

mailto:danieljames98@hotmail.com
http://www.singnstrum.com



