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From the Principal’s Desk
Alan Wright

The accomplished author Alan Wright (for
example: Searching for Hen’s Teeth)
worked again at our school this week. He
demonstrated how to hook children into
writing and be creative. His sessions were
both engaging and inspiring. Both
- Second Camp Rumbug
teachers and students really appreciated
Instalment Due
- Working Bee 3:30pm - 5:30pm and gained from his lessons. Alan will be
returning to work at our school in term 4 Peace Garden
- Footy Day
Our peach garden has been cleaned up and
- Free Dress, pre-order hot dogs as he said he finds working with Dorset
is also looking amazing! The children use this
- Maroondah Region AFL Girls
both stimulating and rewarding.
- Father’s Day Stall
area everyday as a special quiet place to sit
- Father’s Day Foundation BBQ
and chat. Each grade level has a designated
- 3/4 Hooptime
playground but the peace garden and
- Foundation 2019 Transition
sanctuary are available for all children to
begins : 2:20pm - 3:20pm.
use. The children are so lucky to have such
- Heathmont College Hairspray
lovely grounds to play in.
Production for Gr 5/6’s

Diary Dates
Term 3
August
17th
22nd

28th
29th
30th

31st

11.15am - 2.15pm
- Boomtec 7pm

September
5th
6th

12th

12th

13th

14th
20th

- Book Parade 9.15am
- Foundation 2019 Transition
Technology Session
2:20pm - 3:20pm
- Foundation Botanic Gardens
Excursion, arrive at school at
9:15am
- 3/4 Camp Rumbug Info Night
7:00pm in the staffroom
- Foundation Botanic Gardens
- Foundation 2019 Transition
Mathematics Session
2:20pm - 3:20pm
- Final Camp Rumbug
Instalment Due
- Foundation 2019 Transition
PMP Session
2:20pm - 3:20pm

Book Week:
Wednesday 29th August - Wednesday 7th
September

Grade 3/4 Camp Rumbug:
Wednesday 31st October - Friday 2nd
November

Footy Day
Planter Box
Our beautiful Merbau planter box was
completed this week. Jane has already
started planning how she is going to use
it! It looks amazing and really changes
the look of the entrance of our school.
Thank you Luke (LG Carpentry) for
building this beautiful piece. It looks
magnificent.

On August 22nd it is our annual footy day.
The children can dress in their footy colours
(no cost) and celebrate their team during the
footy parade (2:30pm in the hall). Thankyou
to Hayley and her term for organising and
preparing all the hot dogs on this day.

Working Bee
The last working bee was cancelled due to a
change in the weather. The next working
bee will be scheduled on the 22nd August
3:30pm - 5:30pm with a gourmet tea being
served after 5:30pm. Leah Bishop and her
team will be preparing dinner for all the
volunteers in the hope that will have an
increase in numbers attending! Thankyou
Leah for all your work with the ‘Let’s Eat’
program and generally looking after the
Dorset community.
Regards,
Palma Coppa
Principal

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

BIRTHDAYS

ITALIAN
In Italian this term the students have been extending
their knowledge of numbers in Italian. The students in
Grades 3 – 6 have learnt to count to 100 and the
students in F – 2 have learnt to count to 20. They have
really enjoyed learning numbers in Italian and many
students can count confidently. The students enjoyed
playing tombola, the Italian version of bingo. The
students are currently learning the names of family
members such as mamma, papà, fratello etc.

A WORD FROM WELLBEING
The following snippet is taken from an article about building resilience
in children. It is from a website, parentingideas.com.au, a group that
provide parenting and education support.
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Building resilience in kids – practical tips for parents
Some kids are resilient by nature – their temperament helps them to
be mentally and psychologically tough. You know those kids. They get
straight back up after a setback or disappointment. Rejection in the
playground doesn’t faze them. Unfortunately, not every child has such
natural resilience.
The good news is that most of the research shows that resilience can
be nurtured and developed, particularly when parents themselves are
resilient and they actively foster it in their kids.
Resilient kids share four basic skill sets: independence, problemsolving, optimism and social connection. To read the full article, please
follow the link below:
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/blog/buildingresilience-in-kids-practical-tips-for-parents/
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CHAPLAIN’S CHAT WITH DAVE
Finding a High School
If you are like my wife and I were when our kids were in Primary School, you are thinking about what
High School they will attend. It’s always in the back of your mind because you want the best for
them. We sat down together and came up with some tips (in hindsight!) for you. Hope they help!
1. Look for a school that matches your child. If you need specialist help – look carefully. If you need
advanced learning specialists – look carefully. Most schools focus on one end of the learning
spectrum.
2. Start early, if you are looking for a particular type of school. If you have certain needs, start applying in grade four or
before.
3. Look for social cues. Are they big on clubs? Would your kids be into that.
4. Look for extras. What extras do they offer? Extra curricula, camps, international trips? Are these things within your
budget? Are you willing to sacrifice for them?
5. Look for scholarships. Apply for any need or skill-based scholarship that matches your child.
6. If you want to go to the nearest state school (as our two boys did) don’t worry too much about applying ahead of time.
They are required to take nearby residents.
7. Listen to your kids. They may know what they want. Two of ours did (Maths/Music). The other is an “all-rounder” (as his
brother calls him) and excels anywhere because he sets his own expectations – He says, “I want grades high enough to do
well but not so high that I have to go on stage for an award.” (Yep, he’s an introvert – and we’re proud of him for being
honest!)
8. Finally, it’s more about who your child is than what school they attend. Show them how to be bold and stand up for
others. Reward them for asking good questions.
Challenge them to have a go, even if they fail. Kids like this lead the pack!
School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

SAKG NEWS
This week in the kitchen we are utilizing the last of our
preserved olive harvest. We are also using rosemary,
parsley, rocket, warrigal greens, kale, silverbeet and
parsley.
The recipes that the students have cooked so far this term
are now on the Dorset website under SAKG.
We are still needing support from the parent community
to assist with kitchen classes across all grades from 3 to 6.
The students, teachers and I are always appreciative of volunteers from the school
community assisting with kitchen classes.
If any grandparents, aunties or uncles, etc. from your family can spare some of their time
for 1 hour every fortnight, it would be greatly appreciated.
If you would like to be part of the experience guiding and encouraging students in
improving their cooking skills, please come and see me in the kitchen or speak to the
teacher of your child’s class for more information.
Thanks, Gregg.

This weeks
SAKG Menu:

SAKG MENU:
- Creamy Olive Dip with

Rosemary Flatbreads
- Pasta with Rocket & Kale
Pesto
- Baked Lemonade Scone
Doughnuts

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY UPDATE
Digital Technology this term has a strong emphasis on computational thinking and coding. Students in grades 3 – 6
will be focusing on the algorithms needed to successfully develop game coding and sequencing. This independent
task is being derived from the wonderful application CodeSpark, where the students must resolve errors in codes to
complete each of the game’s levels.
Throughout the term so far, students have used their computational thinking skills to follow sequences that
produce an origami animal or object. During this time, our ¾ students created a digital tutorial on the application
‘Pages’ where younger students will be able to access their tutorials. Our 5/6’s
however, have been introduced to game making and discussing what makes a great
game. They have considered appearance, suitability and creative aspects that are
integral to developing a successful game.
Our younger students have been introduced to basic sequencing and coding through
the use of robotic devices and iPad applications. Their experiences with Bee Bot and
Blue Bot have assisted in their development of critical and computational thinking and
most importantly understanding and programming correct directions.
As Term Three progresses, I have hopes to develop the younger students understanding and begin introducing
them to sequencing patterns in ‘CodeSpark’ through entry level games.
It is an exciting time in the L.R.C with the annual Book Fair only two weeks away. With the help from our 5/6
students, decorations and plans for the week are well underway and will ensure that the 2018 Book Fair will be as
fun and interesting as previous years. Remember to get your Costume ready for the Book Parade which will be held
on Wednesday September 5th at 9.15 in the hall. I hope to see you there.
Thank you,
Lauren Thorsen.

STUDENT FIRST-AID
This week members from St John’s Ambulance visited Dorset to
teach our students about basic first aid. Foundation students’
discussed how to recognise an emergency and how to call for
assistance. Students in the middle school, learnt how to recognise
when someone is unconscious and how to maintain a clear airway.
They also completed a practical activity demonstrating how to
place someone unconscious into the recovery position correctly.
The senior school students also learnt about the recovery position
and were able to individually attempt doing CPR on a resuscitation
mannequin. They very much enjoyed learning about defibrillator machines and how they work. Some very
important lessons for all the students that we hope will never have to be put into real life practise.
Thanks, Stuart Jones.
School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au

Book Fair 2018
Dear parents/guardians,
It is that time of year again where we celebrate Book Week. Book Week is
an annual celebration that schools and public libraries across Australia take
part in to recognise all Australian authors and illustrators.
This year, Dorset students have the opportunity to participate in a Book
Parade where they have the choice to dress up as their favourite author,
illustrator or book character. The children will participate in a parade held
on the 5th of September at approximately 9.15am.
During Book Week, the Literacy Resource Centre will be holding a ‘Book Fair’
in which students and their families are able to come into the Library after
school and purchase an array of different books, stationary, games and toys.
The fair this year is being run by Scholastic and has been an extremely
successful fundraiser for the Literacy Resource Centre in previous years. All
proceeds made during the Book Fair will go towards purchasing new literacy
resources for the students over the next year. The Library will be open from
3.30pm until 4.30pm on Wednesday the 29th of August until Wednesday the
7th of September.
I thank the Dorset Community for supporting this exciting opportunity for
the children and look forward to an exciting week ahead!

Lauren Thorsen
Digital Technologies and Library teacher.

CHIRNSIDE PARK SHOPPING CENTRE REWARDS
Dorset Primary is participating in the Chirnside Park shopping centre school rewards competition
which runs from 6th August to 23rd September.
There is over $13,000 work of prizes to be won for both schools and individual shoppers.
Shoppers who make a purchase in the centre during the above dates can simply present their
receipts to either the customer service desk or submit online to earn points for their nominated
school, every dollar counts!
Last year’s competition saw over 20 local primary schools participate submitting over 10,000
receipts across 7 weeks.
The prizes for the winning schools include:
1st prize: $5,000 School Community Grant
2nd prize: $3,000 School Community Grant
3rd prize: $2,000 School Community Grant
4th prize: $1,000 School Community Grant
Individual prizes available for shoppers include:
7 x $100 Chirnside Park weekly gift cards
2 x $1000 Chirnside Park gift cards
This leader board for participating schools will be found on the Chirnside park website. The final
ranking of each school will be determined by the schools overall participation in the promotion.
The leader board will also be on display on the ‘School Rewards’ Leader board in-centre.

A BIG THANK YOU
A big thankyou to Frames NOW (557 Dorset Road, Bayswater North
PH: 9761 7073) for supporting the art department. They have
supplied the school with various items for use in art classes.
Thank you so much Frames NOW!
A copy of their brochure can be found below.

