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   Diary Dates 
                  
 
 
 

June 
 
25th  - NAIDOC week Gr 3/4 
     celebrations 
26th  - NAIDOC week     
    acknowledgement at   
    assembly 
27th  - School Council 
28th  - Last day of Term 2 
 
 

July 
 
17th  - Parent Teacher Interviews 
     3:45pm - 8pm 
18th   - Parent Teacher Interviews 
     3:45pm - 7pm 
25th  - School Council 
22nd - 26th - Year 5 & 6 Swimming 
29th - 31st - Year 3 & 4 Swimming 
 
 

August 
 
1st - 2nd - Year 3 & 4 Swimming 
5th - 9th - Foundation & 1C Swimming 
12th - 16th - Year 1 & 2 Swimming 
22nd   - School Council 
 

Market Day 
How amazing! The children and their 
teachers pulled off a truly spectacular 
day. The learning that took place and 
community vibe was immense. It was 
truly pleasing to see how the children 
organised themselves and were able to 
run their stalls efficiently. Thank you to 
all the 5/6 parents for their 
contributions and supporting the day. 
The day raised over $5000 and this will 
go towards the 5/6s graduation and big 
day out. A great ending to their learning 
this term! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAIDOC Week 

Over the last 2 Tuesdays the children 
have attended Indigenous cultural 
Incursions organised by Geoff Gowans. 
Last week the 5/6s made damper and 
were introduced to various bush tucker 
ingredients. This week the 1/2s took 
part in traditional indigenous dancing, 
music and story telling. Both sessions 
were captivating and had the children 
totally engaged. The children were truly 
fortunate to have experienced such high 
level worthwhile learning activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LRC Changes 

Lauren Thorsen will be commencing her 
family leave week 2 of term 3. During 
week 1 and 2 Jamey Beggs will be assisting 
and shadowing Lauren as he will be the 
new LRC specialist once Lauren begins her 
leave. We wish Lauren well in her new 
adventure of “motherhood”. Big changes 
ahead for both Lauren and Dorset. 
Congratulations both Lauren and Adam on 
the birth of your first child. Exciting times!! 
 

Art 

Marnie Blakeman will be leaving Dorset at 
the end of term 2. Mel Blyth will be 
replacing Marnie as the Art specialist. 
Meaghan Carter will be taking all PE 
classes until the end of the year. I would 
like to thank Marnie for all her 
contributions to Dorset over the years and 
wish her well in her future endeavours. 
 

Last Newsletter 

This will be the last newsletter for the 
term. Next term is already set to be huge 
with the focused preparation for 
production happening all of term 3. Also 
just a reminder that swimming will take 
place next term. The final assembly will be 
at 1:30pm on Friday the 28th June. 
Reports will be handed out at the end of 
the day. If you require your report earlier 
please come and see me. 
 
 
I wish all the families a restful break and 
remind as always to stay safe. 
 
 
Regards, 
Palma Coppa  
Principal 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

DON’T FORGET 
 

Students will be 
dismissed from 

school at 2:30pm 
on Friday 28th 

June. 



School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

BIRTHDAYS 

 This week: 

Madison Babb-Gardner 

Brody Roberts 

Matthew Sullivan 

Sienna Nicholls 

Ishaan Pandey 

Olivia Hunt 

Next week: 

Khloe Cotter 

Sophie Wallis 

Charlie Killingback 

Tayla Harris 

Brody Stephens 

Hayley Thompson 

CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE 
Changing Activities – Transition Tips  
Many children struggle changing from one activity to another. These transitions are common triggers for 
behaviours ranging from whining to meltdowns. The following tools can help and may make the difference 
between a good day and a bad one.  
Create routines: If a child doesn’t want to transition because he likes consistency and routine and structure, 
start by building consistency and routine and structure into the transition process itself. For transitions that happen every day, like turning off 
the phone to go to bed, consistent routines can have big payoff. A bedtime routine, for example, might seem like something for babies, but 
having a predictable structure in place can be reassuring and helpful even for older kids (and adults!). 
Preview and count down: In the morning you might lay out what the day is going to look like. Try doing a role-play in which you practice 
moving from activity to activity to engage them in the process. During the day, as each transition approaches, give a timeframe and 
description of what will happen along with countdowns: “In 20 minutes it will be time to finish breakfast and head to school.” (Then 10, then 
5). This allows emotional preparation for an event. 
Give it a sound track: For younger kids in particular, songs can be especially effective tools to help implement routines and ease transitions. 
There are countless songs to be found (and made up!) to suit a variety of situations from tying shoes to brushing teeth. 
Visual cues: Many kids benefit from visual cues. A chart with drawings about what to expect from a particular transition or the steps involved 
can greatly help some people. These are common in classrooms but could be easily adapted at home. 
Many children struggle changing from one activity to another. These transitions are common triggers for behaviours ranging from whining to 
meltdowns. The following tools can help and may make the difference between a good day and a bad one.  
Get their attention: It is important to make a connection with the child to ensure that you have their attention and that the information is 
sinking in. This could mean eye contact, sitting next to them, a hand on their shoulder, or asking them to repeat back what you have said. 
Yelling at them from the other side of the room won’t work and will only lead to frustration on both sides. 
Use rewards: Rewards can be an effective tool for all kinds of kids and issues. These can be things like stickers, snacks or a point system that 
leads to tangible rewards. Schools and parents alike can implement reward systems, and once the kid gets into the habit of seamlessly 
transitioning you might be able to phase it out. 
Implement appropriate consequences: If a transition is not going well, pay less attention to it rather than escalating the situation. Ignore it as 
long as they’re at least making an effort to make the transition. If they’re severely misbehaving, use an appropriate consequence for the 
behaviour which helps the child understand that behaviour is off limits. 
Praise good transitioning: Don’t lose those opportunities to be really enthusiastic. When things go great, say so! For example: “I really like 
how you handed over the iPad right away and started brushing your teeth. Now we have more time to read.” Be specific in your praise, and 
follow up with a reward when appropriate. With the right support, children can learn to change gears without whining and tantrums. 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Poppy Rawlins 
Charlotte Allen 
Demi Schubank 
Charlotte Riley 
Logan Oliver 
Kaitlyn Herceg 
Byron Schmidt 
Kaiden Gillies 
Nikayla Daly 
Danika Fedat 
Joel Loynes 
Cooper Mcccaw-Lyons 
Erin Fordham 

Brody Roberts 
Remi Gillespie 

Jack Archer 
Emmett Jegers 
Angus Dirksen 

Indiana Kennon 
Eleisha Molesworth 

Sam Phillips 
Ashleigh Brown 
Fraser Newman 

Jemma Du Buisson 
Saraya Landy 
Renee Zarb 

Joseph Ferencz 

Alex Warren 
Luke Rossignoli 

Isaac Spruit 
Mackenzie Grant 

Oscar Huang 
Yasmin Landy 
Taylor Smoors 

Lucas Cook 
Thawng Thawng Phun 

Aura Hans 
Callum Crawford 
Maddi Aitchison 

Zac McMillan 
Charlotte Jones - Italian 

The Dorset Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) 
PMP for our junior students is designed to be a fun way for the students to develop their perception 
and understanding of their physical capabilities by having them use varying equipment to develop 
their skills. PMP involves rotations that include gross motor skills such as jumping, crawling and 
leaping, hand eye/hand foot coordination activities like catching, throwing, rolling and kicking balls 
and eye tracking actions to support literacy skills. Dorset has an assorted range of equipment 
available for our PMP program including various shaped/sized balls, ladders, blocks to balance on, 
tunnels to crawl through, hurdles, balance and scooter boards and much more. 
Our Perceptual Motor Program relies on parent volunteers to run in a way that maximises the 
benefits and fun for our students. It is a fun opportunity for you to become a part of the school 
program in fun, hands on activities as you supervise activity stations during the PMP sessions.  
A big thank you to our current volunteers and if you would like to become involved please see your 

child’s teacher. 



School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

SAKG - GARDEN 

Hello from the Garden, 
Our start to winter has been cold and wet. 
When it isn't raining the children have been 
raking, sweeping, planting and pruning. A 
favourite at the moment is raking the chicken 
pen. This gives the children, who aren't chicken 
monitors,  a chance to spend time with our 
much loved chickens. 
On rainy days we continue to design our one of 
a kind pavers with tiles, stones, slate chips and 
coloured glass stones. The children love this 
activity and have done an amazing job. I will be concreting these to finish them off over the holidays.  
The Children have also been making seed tape. Seed tape makes it easier to plant those tiny seeds. This 
has also been a much loved activity with many asking if they could make one for home, so don' be surprised if your child brings seed tape 
home to plant. Great to see so many eager young gardeners.  
We have also had a generous money donation to put towards new gardening gloves. Thank-you to Kaelan Scott (and Grandma) for this. Our 
current gloves have seen better days and are due for retirement. Hopefully we will have the new ones to start term three with.  
Enjoy your holidays and stay safe. 
Kind Regards  
Ally 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Warrigal Greens & Herb Pizza 
Spicy Green Coleslaw 
Yellow Beetroot Raita 

This weeks 
SAKG Menu: 

INDIGENOUS CULTURAL INCURSIONS 
Last week, our year 5/6 students participated in the first of three indigenous cultural presentations at our school.  The indigenous educators 
displayed and explained the use of a wide range of tools and weapons for hunting and gathering.  Students enjoyed the opportunity to 
handle the items and ask questions to learn more about the sustainable lifestyle of early indigenous Australians. 
The indigenous educators also showed our year 5/6 students how to make damper and cook yams using herbs and spices.   
The students helped prepare the food which was then baked in the ovens and shared amongst the students in their classrooms.  A terrific day 
was had by all. 
Another indigenous cultural incursion was held this week and one will be held next week.  On Tuesday, 18th June, students in Foundation, Year 
1 and 2 participated in a presentation of indigenous music and dancing.  On Tuesday, 25th June, students in Years 3 and 4 will participate in 
boomerang preparation under the direction of our indigenous educators.   
Parents and friends are most welcome to attend next weeks presentation.  Please check with your child’s teacher to confirm the times for this 
presentation. 
Geoff Gowans 

SPECIALIST CORNER: PERFORMING ARTS 
This last week, a group of Grade 5/6 students volunteered to show case their skills at the whole school assembly. For only two lessons, the 
students have been practising improvising simple musical tunes on the xylophones while other 
classmates improvised rhythms on the djembe drums. From there, the students (up to 25 at a time) 
worked together as a team to stay on the beat and play their improvised music together.  
Throughout the school, all classes are preparing their ‘class items’ for the upcoming production, ‘Hat-
Trick’. Many students have memorised all the lyrics and an impress number are singing on tune. 
Several classes have started learning the dance sequences, an important process that all classes will 
have begun by the end of this term, ready to continue in Term 3.  
Can I please remind parents to keep an eye on Flexibuzz, as I am now regularly sharing important 
information, requests for assistance and updates via this app. Three different ‘Production Newsletters’ 
have been released already with much more important information to come.  
Michael Jenkins.  
Performing Arts Teacher.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiow6SxmLLLAhUiHKYKHbCpDgIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Featingwdw.com%2Ffood-and-wine%2F2013-epcot-international-food-wine-festival%2F2013-festival-welcome-center%2F&


SPECIALIST CORNER - VISUAL ARTS  
Sadly, we have come to an end for this years’ Junior School Art program (next term they will be learning Science).  Since the last Art article in 
Specialist Corner, DPS participated in Education Week’s, ‘Celebrating Careers’, with the Junior School Art program displaying related 
artworks during our school’s open evening.  Foundation students’ fine motor skills were on show through their paintings.  Year 1 students 
collaged images of their chosen careers.  While Year 2 students were introduced to the use of storyboards as a visual aid in storytelling across 
many mediums.   
Foundation students have also been introduced to stitching and patterning cardboard spinning tops. Learning to stitch was a tangle of skills.  
Students chose a geometric shape (triangle, square/diamond or circle) and stitched it on a paper plate.  They then coloured and shaped the 
paper plate into a flower, which looked really good.  Last week’s lessons focussed on patterns.  Students identified gloss verse matte finishes 
and decorated the top with patterns.  The spinning top was then assembled and spun all over the Art room…  Well done Foundation students!   
 Year 1 students have begun their unit on Textiles.  They have worked from their own design and created great masterpieces of patterned (or 
tangled) woollen threads placed on an adhesive surface.  They have also begun learning about warp and weft when weaving, creating their 
own circular warp (which looks like the spokes of a wheel). 
Year 2 students have learnt a bit about the cultural aspects of weaving.  Then cut and woven wonderful optical illusions using a paper 
weaving technique.  They have also textured and coloured Magiclay when sculpting stencilled images. 
I hope the Junior School students have enjoyed exploring and experimenting with new skills, techniques and materials this semester.  I have 
enjoyed teaching them. 
Cheers, 
Miss Marnie Blakeman 
Visual Arts Teacher 

JUDO VICTORIA 

Congratulations to Mason Cotter, Ella Cotter and 
Khloe Cotter who have passed a Judo practical 
and knowledge test called a grading at the 
Hawthorn and Lilydale Judo Clubs. 
This is no easy task and requires a great deal of 
practice.  The grade is awarded by the 
presentation of a coloured Judo belt. 
Junior Judo belts are in varying colours signifying 
age and expertise. Mason has been awarded a 
White-Yellow belt. Ella has been awarded a Yellow belt. Khloe has been awarded a Yellow-Orange-Black belt.  
Attached to this newsletter is an 'Introduction to Judo document' (Welcome to Judo Victoria) which is provided to new 
members of Judo Victoria. 
The document provides background information covering the history of Judo, it's ethics, guidelines and values.  
Yours,  
Malcolm Slade  
Registrar  
Judo Victoria, Judo Victoria is the home of Olympic and Commonwealth Games Judo in Victoria  













Dorset Primary 
School would 
like to thank 

our event sponsors. 








