
Issue No: 33 
30th November 2018 

 

 THE DORSET EDITION 
INSPIRE  ACHIEVE  SUCCEED 

From the Principal’s Desk  

Rescorla Avenue, Croydon 3136 
phone: 9725 5038 
www.dorsetps.vic.edu.au  
dorset.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

        Diary Dates 
                 2018 

December 
5th  - Chocolate Raffle Drawn 
  - All laptop 2018 payments     
    due 
6th  - Final Foundation 2019     
                Transition (Christmas Party) 
10th  - Expression of interest for   
                5/6 Camp 2019 due 
11th  - Year 7 Transition Day 
13th   - School Council 
14th  - Disco 
17th  - Christmas Concert 
18th  - Grade 6 Graduation 
19th   - Grade 6 Big Day Out 
20th  - Last Day, 1:30pm Dismissal 
21st  - Curriculum Day  
                 

                           2019 
January  
2nd - 25th - Big Childcare Holiday  
                 Program (see page 5 for  
     details) 
21st  - Bookselling Day  
     8:30am - 3:30pm  
29th   - Curriculum Day 
30th  - Bookselling Day  
     8:30am - 3:30pm  
  - Curriculum Day 
31th  - First day of school 2019  
 
                            Italian Day:  
 
 
 
 

 

Italian Day 
What a wonderful day. As I walked around and 
chatted with the children the delight on their faces 
was so evident. Signore Ricci did an excellent job 
organising the day and provided many varied and 
cultural experiences for our children. The costumes 
and outfits were so creative and the children 
enjoyed showing off their designs. I mentioned to 
Signore Ricci that he has set a high standard and 
next years should be even better! 
 

Respectful Interactions 

I realise this time of year can be hectic, terribly busy 
and some people may be under quite a bit of 
pressure. If you have any concerns of grievances 
please see your teacher, the assistant principals or 
make a time to discuss this with myself. It is difficult 
for other parents or more importantly the children 
to witness tense situations and I truly prefer that 
these conversations occur in appropriate places. I 
value working with families to ensure the best 
outcomes for the children and always appreciate 
the opportunity to do this in a caring and calm 
fashion. I still believe it is vital to interact with each 
other in a respectful manner so all involved feel safe 
and secure regardless of the situation. 
 

Assistant Principals  
Congratulations Justin Mackay and Brett Speed. As 
the school is growing I felt the need to have two 
assistants to support the learning programs and the 
general smooth running of the school. I am thrilled 
that Justin and Brett secured these positions and 
am looking forward to working even closer with 
them next year. 2019 is shaping up to be another 
excellent year for great learning outcomes.  
 

Student Support Services 
Our school community is fortunate to have access 
to the services of four dedicated professionals who 
provide support to our students - Chaplaincy (Dave 
Edgren - Mon, Tues, Thurs and Fri), Speech 
Pathology (Birgitta Ferdinands - Mon - Fortnightly 
visits), Psychologist (Sarah Padbury - Counselling - 
Wed - Weekly visits) and Educational Psychologist 
(Ping Ngu - Wed - Fortnightly visits). 
Parents often ask about the process involved in 
gaining access to these services. This has been 
outlined below. 
 
Chaplaincy—Dave Edgren 
Families can gain access to this service by 
completing a permission form available at the 
office. Dave supports the emotional wellbeing of 
students through one on one chats that build 
emotional resilience. 
When students visit, they play games, talk about 
life’s tough times and fun times. They also do 
character building activities and resilience training. 

When parents visit, they talk about family and building 
positive kids. When the teachers visit, they talk about 
anything and everything! 
As Dorset’s Chaplain, Dave believes that it is his job to 
listen. He listens to stories filled with laughter and 
stories that come with tears. Every story is important 
and worth hearing because every person telling him 
their story is worthy of respect and attention. 
 
Psychologist—Sarah Padbury 
Families can gain access to this service by obtaining a 
mental health care plan from a GP. Your children will 
received up to 10 sessions with Sarah. These sessions 
are bulk billed through Medicare. Sarah provides 
support for issues including—anxiety and fear, 
friendship and social issues, grief and loss, emotional 
regulation and social issues, family separation and 
support with Autism Spectrum. 
Please return the mental health care plan to the office 
and this will be passed on to Sarah who will then 
contact the parent/s prior to meeting with the child.  
 
Educational Psychologist—Ping Ngu 
The class teacher will usually contact a child’s parents 
if they have concerns about their child’s academic 
progress and where intervention programs have been 
unsuccessful. Information is collected from the class 
teacher about their concerns regarding the progress of 
the child and this is handed to the Educational 
Psychologist. The Education Psychologist will discuss 
this information with the class teacher. If an 
educational assessment is to be undertaken, a parent 
permission form will need to be signed by the child’s 
parents. Ping will then meet with the child’s parents 
and arrange a date for the assessment. At the 
conclusion of the educational assessment a report will 
be prepared for both the parents and the class teacher. 
Ping will arrange a time to discuss the report with both 
the parents and the class teacher. The report will 
contain recommendations to assist the child’s learning. 
 
Speech Pathologist—Birgitta Ferdinands 
Birgitta conducts speech and language assessments. 
The process for gaining access to this service is 
identical to the process to gain access to the 
Educational Psychologist. Parents are reminded that 
Birgitta does not provide speech pathology. 
 
If parents have any further questions or concerns 
regarding any of the student support services they can 
contact Mr Gowans. 
Contact Details—School: 9725 5038 
 
 
 
Regards., 
Palma Coppa 
Principal 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   
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A WORD FROM WELLBEING 
Christmas is a very busy time of year for all. Families have lots of commitments and organising to do in the 

lead up to the holiday season.  
If you are finding yourself feeling stressed out before Christmas have a read of this article, it shows you a 

range of strategies you can use to combat stress at this difficult time of year. 



SAKG NEWS - KITCHEN 
There are only a couple of kitchen sessions left for our graduating 
class of 2018.  
I have watched their skills and competency grow over the last four 
years and I have observed great improvement this year in their 
ability to prepare and cook a dish with minimal supervision. I wish 
them all the best for their new challenge that awaits them, as 
they move on to secondary school.  I know the skills and qualities I 
have been able to pass on to them have prepared them well for 
the future, not only in their studies but life in general. 
Our students this week prepared Tomato Bruschetta as their SAKG kitchen activity 
for Italian Day which utilized our harvest of Basil from the garden.  I would like to 
thank Dave our chaplain for acquiring the cherry tomatoes I required. Thank you also 
to Leah Bishop for collecting a sufficient quantity bread from bakers delight for 
students to  use as the base for the Bruschetta.  Your assistance was greatly 
appreciated. 
Just in case I miss the opportunity, I would like to thank all the parents and grandparents who have given up their time 
to assist the students with cooking in 2018.  The program would not run as smoothly without your involvement – all the 
staff and students involved in the program value this tremendous support from the Dorset Primary School community. 
I hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable Christmas and New Year and I look forward to seeing everyone again in 2019. 
I also look forward to having a new group of Grade 3 students commencing the SAKG Program next year. 
Thankyou 
Regards, Gregg 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAKG ITALIAN DAY 
MENU: 

 
- Tomato, Basil and  

Bocconcini Bruschetta 

This weeks 
SAKG Menu: 

SCHOOL BANKING 
Our final School Banking day for 2018 is 6th 

December. Any Dollarmites tokens that are not 
redeemed this year can be used in 2019. 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 

 Shayan Nazarian 

Brodie Harris 

Ella Simmons 

Xinghai Li  

CHOCOLATE DRIVE 
Please make sure you return any 

monies and unsold chocolates to 

the office before 5th December. 

Students who have sold an entire 

box of chocolates have received a 

free chocolate as a thank you 

from the school! For every box 

sold you will also receive a raffle 

ticket to go into the draw to be 

one of three lucky winners of a 

$100 voucher! 

UNIFORM SHOP:  
HOURS OF OPERATION 

Our on campus uniform shop is open on 
Thursday  afternoon’s  from 2pm - 4pm.  

These hours will remain in place  
until further notice.  

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Kane Wickham 

Wynter Middleton 

Zach Alame 

Lincoln Toppin 

Sebastian Ting 

Izzy Martin 

Sophie Doyle 

James Harris 

Ella Dodson 

Mason Wallis 

Ella Wallwork 

Isabella Dennis 

Victor Chan Ceu Thawng  

Stella Dirksen 

Johnny Rooks 

Emily Stokes 

Hayley Skepper 

Nathaniel Trottman 

Claire Duck 

Jack Higgins 

Ava Mohtadi 

Remi Gillespie 

Chin Chin Tha Chin Sui 

Vienna Varon 

Noah Stirling 

Faith Van Stekelenburgh 

Ethan Smith 
Saraya Landy 
Titus Chow 

Alex Bartlett 
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