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   Diary Dates 
                  
 

June 
 
4th  - Division Cross Country 
3rd - 12th - School Nurse (Foundation) 
7th  - Colour Run 
10th  - Queens Birthday 
  - Pupil free day 
11th  - NAIDOC week Gr 5/6 
     celebrations 
14th   - Gr 3/4 Hooptime 
17th   - Toys Over Time Incursion 
      Gr 1 & 2 
18th  - NAIDOC week Gr F - 2 
     celebrations 
19th  - Gr 5/6 Market Day 
21th  - Gr 5/6 Hooptime 
25th  - NAIDOC week Gr 3/4 
     celebrations 
26th  - NAIDOC week     
    acknowledgement at   
    assembly 
27th  - School Council 
 

July 
 
17th  - Parent Teacher Interviews 
     3:45pm - 8pm 
18th   - Parent Teacher Interviews 
     3:45pm - 7pm 

Fundraising 
I realise fundraising can sometimes 
strain/burden parents in our 
community. If you are finding it difficult 
to sell the chocolates please return the 
box to the office as soon as possible. 
Also, there is no need to sell the entire 
box do as much or as little as possible.  
I appreciate any support but totally 
understand if families are not in a 
position to sell/participate in certain 
fundraisers. Any sort of support is 
always appreciated. 
 

SAKG 

Our Stephanie Alexander Program 
(Kitchen and Garden) is a fantastic and 
rewarding program. We are always 
looking for volunteers in both programs. 
If you are able to spare some time 
please see Greg (Kitchen) or Ally 
(Garden) to work out a time. Working 
together always improves learning 
outcomes. 
 

Readiness Evening 

The Foundation team hosted our 
Readiness Evening last night. The 
evening was well attended and the 
parents asked some really targeted 
questions. I am always interested to 
know of parents concerns and what 
they need to know about a prospective 
school. As we know selecting the right 
school for your child is a tedious and 
difficult decision. Touring and asking 
lots of questions is the only way to 
ensure it is the right place for a child. 
Please chat to the Foundation team if 
you have concerns/questions for your 
child next year. 
 

Ridiculous Rhyme Incursion 

The whole school today took part in the 
Ridiculous Rhyme incursion. This incursion 
was entertaining and truly engaging. The 
children were involved and really enjoyed 
the activities. A big thank you to the 
Literacy Committee for organising the 
incursion for the entire school. 
 

Policies 

The Governance Committee and Jake 
Martin (Convenor) have been working this 
year on updating quite a few policies. Last 
night at school council the following 
policies were ratified. 
- Anaphylaxis 
- Asthma and Procedure 
- Social Media 
- Bullying Prevention 
- First Aid 
- Code of Conduct 
- Inclusion and Diversity 
- Statement of values 
Updating policies is a huge task and I must 
acknowledge Jake Martin for all the work 
that has gone into ensuring these policies 
are up to date. Please check Flexibuzz and 
the website for the updated versions of the 
policies listed above. 
 
Another full and rewarding week. 
 
 
Regards, 
Palma Coppa  
Principal 
 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

The LRC needs you! 

The LRC is looking for any parent 
helpers that can assist in contacting 
brand new library books. If you have 
any spare time at all please contact 
Miss Thorsen or Maddie W.  
Any help is greatly appreciated! 



School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

UNIFORM SHOP:  
HOURS OF OPERATION 

Our on campus uniform shop is open on Thursday  
afternoon’s  from 2pm - 4pm.  

 

SCHOOL BANKING 
School banking is every Thursday. 

 Please send your banking books to the office 
by 9:30am. If you would like to start up a 

Dollarmites account you can 
head to any Commonwealth 

Bank branch to open one and 
then send your school banking 

book to the office every 
Thursday!    

BIRTHDAYS 

 Van Nuncung 
Sam Phillips 
Jacob Latona 
Livian Derham 
Fraser Newman 
Lachy Dovaston 
Adithya Alex 
Mason Wallis 
Jack Williams 
Maddi Aitchison  
 

CHAPLAINS CHAT WITH DAVE 
Parenting Quicksand (part 2 of 3) 
Quicksand seems solid until you stand on it. Then, the more you struggle the 
more you sink. Some auto-pilot parenting strategies are like quicksand. They 
aren’t planned strategies. They are tried as a quick fix and end up sucking us 
in. Last week we started exploring three types of Parenting Quicksand and 
how to get out. 
 ‘Just a Phase’ Quicksand 
This is when you notice problem behaviour and hope (naturally) that it will go 
away on its own, and so you don’t respond. You think: “It’s just a phase,” 
minimising the behaviour so you won’t have to address it. 
For instance, maybe your toddler is being aggressive on play dates. You think, 
“Surely this is just some kind of passing developmental thing—this is what 
kids do.” 
Your child may eventually stop engaging in problematic behaviour—hitting or 
pushing or grabbing. However, the way you and others respond to it may be 
the key to how quickly it goes away. If children test the limits of those around 
them, and no one intervenes, they learn this kind of behaviour is acceptable, 
or even that it gets them attention (however negative). That kind of learning 
is very important in young children, and it gets harder to undo as kids get 
older. 
Getting out of ‘Just a Phase’ Quicksand 
All toddlers are going to hit and bite and take toys away—they’re exploring 

these as new behaviours. But it’s important that you 

respond in a way that lets them know what’s off limits—

think of the behaviour as an experiment by the child and 

you’re providing the result to the toddler’s experiment. 

Setting limits, coupled with praise as often as possible when 

the child doesn’t engage in the problematic behaviour, can 

help you manage these behaviours as they pop up. 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK  
Ruby Ryan 
Declan Campbell 
Aliza Bevan 
Kayley Brodersen 
Olivia Whelan 
Vienna Varon 
Khu Pi 
Tiana Reints 
Rhys Bryant 
Ethan Fu 
Scarlett Baigent 
Tamiah Fedat 
 

Izzy Martin 
Blake Smith 
Finlay White 

Yatana Ram Lot 
Katelyn Houldey 

Ella Dodson 
Macayla Sadler 

Mia Lewis 
Sofie Lehmann - Italian  

Ksenia Metlenko 
Jade Majic 

Grace Roberts 
Chloe Riddell 

Rayan Jafarzadeh 

Steven Mangpa 
Shaye Ryan 

Madeleine Rodriquez 
Benson Bae 
Alisha Alex 

Burhan Padrawala 
Brodie Bryant 
Axton Bennett 
Annalia Darby 

Rowe Darby 
Kyhar Elleray 
Jessica Mang 

 

ONE TRIP TO KENYA 
"One Trip to Kenya" - Books Available 
Do you remember when Chaplain Dave went to 
Kenya two years ago? Many of you sent clothing 
with him to give to the children he visited. The 
spiritual travel journal he wrote on his journey 
has finally been published. Signed copies available 
in Dave's office for a donation of $20. All funds go 
to educate the children in Kenya. To 
donate: http://educationcareprojects.com/
donate 

Esther Hlawn Ceu 
Meara Keenan 
Brittany Harris 
Namish Nehru 
Hayden Cathie 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Feducationcareprojects.com%2Fdonate&data=02%7C01%7Chelleren.madeline.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C72b3470b85744d8136e008d6e262327d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C636945308732785681&sdat
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Feducationcareprojects.com%2Fdonate&data=02%7C01%7Chelleren.madeline.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C72b3470b85744d8136e008d6e262327d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C636945308732785681&sdat
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fphoto.php%3Ffbid%3D10218066663716575%26set%3Da.1212341507126%26type%3D3%26eid%3DARD1nWrmXwdPxQUhomwVCX96YR3ZD5tpzewZrRFRwZI-sAoiQdSefPGnVw7CNsWmTA9Fabx2gB7jAQ8A&data=02%7C01%


SAKG - GARDEN 
Hello from the Garden, 
It's been a busy time in the garden as the children finish pulling out old, tired plants, replacing them 
with new ones. The sweeping and raking continues as the Autumn leaves continue to fall. No sooner 
are they raked and swept, along comes a big gust of wind and the ground is once again covered in a 
carpet of leaves. Luckily the children love sweeping and raking. 
A favorite and much requested activity in the garden is cutting bushes or trees with the pruning 
loppers. The children had a chance to use them again clearing the garden bed next to the 3/4 
playground, with Mr Speed on hand to show them exactly how it's done. Not sure who enjoyed this 
more, Mr Speed or the children.  It was very successful, giving the children a little bit more room to 
play. 
Thank-you to all the people who attended the working bee. The paths looked amazing after every ones 
hard work. 
Also a thank-you to Kaelen Scott for the donation of much needed brooms, dustpan sets  and trowels. 
The children love new additions to their tool shed. 
Kind regards, Ally 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Roasted Pumpkin and 
Chermoula Dip 

- Pita Beard Crisps 
- Kale & Tomato Salsa 

- Pasta with Kale & Rocket 
Pesto 

This weeks 
SAKG Menu: 

COLOUR RUN 
The school colour run will now be taking place 
on FRIDAY 7TH JUNE. All previous times and 
organisational details will still be relevant for 
this new date. We will forward further 
information to 
parents as the 
date nears. 

MAROONDAH WELLBEING SURVEYS 
AT DORSET 

This year, Maroondah City Council and the Maroondah Network of 

Schools have been invited to participate in the ‘Well-being Survey’ 

conducted by the University of Melbourne. The survey is designed for 

Students in Year 4-6, Dorset PS staff and parents, who are invited to 

participate in the surveys, with an opt out clause for those families not 

wishing for their child/children to participate. There are 90 questions 

within the student survey, taking around 30-40 minutes to  

Those families wishing for their child to be removed from the survey 

please send a note with your child’s name, classroom and a signature. 

These need to be completed by Thursday 13th June. For those 

participating, no forms need to be completed. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the survey, please do 

not hesitate to contact Ms Isabelle Stevenson, Project Co-ordinator at 

the Centre for Positive Psychology, University of Melbourne on 8344 

8285. I am also happy to assist with any queries. 

Thanks, 

Brett Speed, Assistant Principal. 

NEWS FROM THE SCIENCE ROOM 
This term the Year 3-6 students are studying Chemistry. Lots of equipment and 
materials are being utilised to make many new and interesting discoveries. 
 The Year Three and Four students are learning about materials and 
properties. They have been introduced to the concept of ‘fair testing’ and the 
need to follow a procedural text carefully. An ongoing investigation into what 
materials will decompose and what materials will not, is currently being 
undertaken. This ties in with the government expectations of developing 
environmental awareness and making wise consumer decisions. The last two 
lessons have been about testing a range of materials to see if they ‘leak’, 
‘soak’ or ‘repel’. 
The Year Five and Six students are currently studying changes of state. They 

are developing their understandings that all substances have particles and 

that it is possible for some substances to change states and then change back 

again. They attempted to return frozen milk back to a liquid state and melted 

chocolate back to a solid using these two items and a few other materials – all 

to be achieved in a limited time frame. This was more difficult than you may 

think! They were given the challenge of evaporating 10ml of water using a 

limited amount of equipment. The previous two lessons have been about dissolving and chemical reactions. The ‘Director’ in 

each Science team had a very important role to play ensuring that all students and the investigation was on track.  
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Dorset Primary 
School would 
like to thank 

our event sponsors. 








