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         Diary Dates 
Term 3 
August 

31st  - Boomtec 7pm 
 

September 
4th  - District Athletics 
5th  - Book Parade 9.15am 
6th  - Foundation 2019 Transition      
                  Technology Session  
                               2:20pm - 3:20pm 
12th  - Foundation Botanic Gardens  
     Excursion, arrive at school at   
                   9:15am  
  - 3/4 Camp Rumbug Info Night 
     7:00pm in the staffroom    
13th  - Foundation 2019 Transition      
                  Mathematics Session  
                               2:20pm - 3:20pm 
14th  - Final Camp Rumbug                     
                  Instalment Due  
  - 5/6 Hooptime        
20th  - Foundation 2019 Transition      
                  PMP Session  
                               2:20pm - 3:20pm 
  - School Council meeting 
21st  - Disco 
  - End of Term 3, 2:30pm  
     Dismissal 
 

Term 4 

November 

5th  - Curriculum Day 
6th  - Melbourne Cup Day 
12th  - Curriculum Day 
 
Book Week: 
Wednesday 29th August -  Wednesday 7th 
September 
Grade 3/4 Camp Rumbug: 
Wednesday 31st October - Friday 2nd 
November 

Hairspray 
Our senior children attended 
Heathmont College’s production of 
‘Hairspray’. By all accounts our children 
really enjoyed the musical and their 
behaviour was outstanding. The 
teaching staff at Heathmont 
commented on how beautifully they 
represented Dorset PS. A very proud 
moment for their teachers and I. It 
demonstrates the pride they have for 
their school. 
 

Foundation Father’s Day BBQ 

On Tuesday 28th August the Foundation 
team hosted our annual Father’s day 
BBQ. The amount of dads that attended 
was amazing. The children and dads 
enjoyed a lovely BBQ tea and spent 
quality time together celebrating their 
learning in the classrooms. These events 
are always a highlight for all involved 
and bring the community together. I 
hope the dads enjoyed wearing their 
lovely ties. 
 

Transition 2019 

Our transition program for 2019 began 
this week. It is so hard to believe it is 
that time of the year again. The 2019 
‘Foundlings’ seemed a bit nervous but 
excited at the same time. The vibe was 
electric. The children seemed to settle 
quickly and become immersed quickly. 
A big thankyou to the Dorset Leaders 
(Grade 4, 5 and 6s) that helped during 
this time. They welcomed the new 
parents beautifully and helped settle 
the anxious children. Congratulations 
leaders, you did such an awesome job!! 
 
Regards, 
Palma Coppa 
Principal 

Attitudes to School Survey 

Recently the Year 5 and 6 students 
completed the annual survey, reflecting on 
a range of school practices including 
teaching, learning, well-being, social 
interactions and behaviours. 
The results from our senior cohort were 
fantastic, surpassing those from previous 
years and highlighting the opportunities 
that the student body has to enhance our 
school. These include Junior School 
Council, student leadership positions, 
classroom circles, year level meetings and 
input into year level planning 
documentation.  
With 130 students completing the survey, 
10/12 areas surveyed had positive 
responses of <90%, and the other two 
areas also scored well (88% effort and 84% 
teacher concern). 
All survey data is anonymous and analysed 
at school level in 3 separate ways: 

- Year 5/6 cohort;  
- boys and girls; 
   and 
- individual year levels. 

The two graphs (FISO: Excellence in 
teaching and learning) and (FISO: Positive 
climate for learning) are on the following 
page along with the questions students 
responded to during the survey. 
 
 
Regards, 
Brett Speed 
Assistant Principal 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   
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Camp Rumbug Medical  Grade 3/4 
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NEWS FROM THE SCIENCE ROOM 
Biology is well underway with all Foundation, Year One and Year Two students eagerly participating in the 

hands on activities.  

These Foundation students were learning how to pot up plants. Every week they are observing the effects 

on plants of having no water and no light. Other plants are given optimum conditions so that comparisons 

can be made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These Year Two students were working together being ‘Science detectives’ to decide which eggs belong to 

which animals. All Year One and Two students have learnt that all animal life begins as an egg. 

 

 
 



SAKG NEWS  
This week in the kitchen we are using our first harvest of 
peas as well as parsley, rocket, warrigal greens, kale, 
silverbeet, rosemary, oregano, basil and mint.  
The website will be further updated with the last 
fortnight’s recipes over the next week. 
I would like to express my thanks to the parents who 
assisted last week with our grade 3 / 4 students for the 
first time – your support was greatly appreciated and I 
hope to see you again in the kitchen. 
I would also like to thank the parents, grandparents etc 
who regularly give up their time each fortnight to assist 
across grades 3 to 6 – thankyou for your constant support and positive feedback. 
If you would like to be part of the experience guiding and encouraging students in 
improving their cooking skills, please come and see me in the kitchen or speak to the 
teacher of your child’s class for more information. Thanks, Gregg. 

School Council Members meet once a month. This meeting follows the committee meetings which commence at 6:45pm on the same night. Please email any items that you would like discussed at the upcoming school 
council meeting to: dorsetpsschoolcouncil@dorsetps.vic.edu.au   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAKG MENU: 

- Egg, rocket and parmesan 
salad 

- Warrigal Greens Pizza 
- Pasta with fresh herbs and 

peas 

This weeks 
SAKG Menu: 

BIRTHDAYS 

 Caelan Bruce 

Rosa Rezvani 

Tara Brodersen 

Zach Alame 

Jessica Gibbs 

Allyrah Williams 

Arliyah Wright 

Anthea Doyle 

CHAPLIANS CHAT WITH DAVE 
Teaching Compassion 
This morning I asked a year six boy what he thought the most important value was for kids. He 
said, “Kindness.” I asked him what kindness means to him and he said it means to be kind to 
other kids and then they will be kind to you. He’s on to something! 
Thousands of years ago, sages in every culture taught a maxim of compassion we call the Golden 
Rule. “Do to others what you would like them to do to you.” This is the core reason for 
compassion — a knowledge that what comes around goes around. 
Share and someone will share with you. 
Care and someone will care for you. 
Hard-wired into our early brain development, kindness is much deeper than a self-serving survival strategy. Compassion 
— which literally means “to suffer together” — builds strong bonds, friendships and relationships. When we feel 
compassion, it changes us. Our heart rate slows. Our brain releases oxytocin — the bonding hormone — and the regions 
of the brain responsible for empathy, caregiving, and pleasure engage. In short, being kind makes us happy. 
In a world which teaches us to put ourselves first, how do we as parents teach our children to care for the needs of 
others? Once we get them started in compassionate behaviour, their brain’s reward system should take over and 
encourage them to be kind again and again. 
Here are a few ideas for giving compassion a kick-start in your children: 
Model Compassion: Do acts of kindness in front of your children. When you see someone drop something, pick it up and 
give it to them with a kind word. Help out at school functions. Hold the door for others. Always give to buskers. Back off 
in traffic to allow other cars to merge. After you do these things, talk about them with your children. What you did will 
combine with why you did it to bring compassion alive in your child’s mind. 
A Family Pet: Get a pet that requires consistent but simple care — like hermit crabs or a mouse. As a family, design a list 
of care requirements and keep it next to the pet’s cage. Talk about the care rules as you follow them each day. After a 
few weeks with the pet in a shared area, move the cage and care rules into your child’s room for a weekend. 
Service Activities: Get involved in activities where your family can give back to the community. Help serve at a soup 
kitchen. Donate a couple of hours to a local opshop. Help at working bees. Donate supplies to Breaky Club.  
Values are caught not taught. Give your children the best chance to have a values-rich life by modelling and discussing 
the values you believe will benefit them. Start by seeing, sharing and caring for the suffering around you — this is 
compassion. 

STUDENTS OF  
THE WEEK 

 

Sue Liang 

Holly Bemelmans 

Matthew Sullivan 

Rachel Bebe 

Rosa Rezvani 

Abby Higgins 

Shaye Ryan 

Nathan Luo 

Alexis Daly 

Jai Hurrell 
Taj Hurrell 

Ayla Mckenzie 
Luke Redderhof 

Haily Chow 
Van Bawi Thang 
Summah Dibble 

Matthew Geddes 
Sam Harward  
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